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Albany. It is expected that the children
north of Wagin wiln proceed to Northam,
where they will have the privilege of see-
ing Princess Margaret. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion.

on motion by Hon. A. Rt. Jones, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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p.mi., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.
As to Applications for Small Unit

Tenancy Homes.
Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) How many small unit tenancy appli-

cations are current?
(2) When were applications first called

for small unit tenancy homes?
(3) How many applicants have been

provided with such homes to date?
The NISTER replied:
(1) Applications current as at 28/8/51-

5,579.
(2) April, 1948.
(3) Two hundred and forty-seven have

been provided with homes specially built
for small unit families. In addition, a
number of small unit families have been
accommodated in standard type two-bed-
room homes, but separate records of theme
have not been kept. With the present
programme of local and imported precut
homes, it is hoped to make an Increased
allocation of two-bedroom homes to small
unit families.

EDUCATION.
As to Purchase of School Site, Belmont.

Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has the Education Department
bought a school-site at the corner of
Acton Avenue and Campbell-st., Bel-
mont?

(2) What is the area of the site?
(3) What was the date of purchase?
(4) Is the site to be used for a high

school or primary school?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes,
(2) 8 acres 2 roods 21.5 perches,
(3) The 24th May, 1951.
(4) For a primary school.

SWAN RIVER.
As to Analyses of Waters.

Hon. J. B. SLLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Health:

What were the results of the analyses
made of the waters of the Swan River at
different points over the last two years?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The results of the analyses referred to

have been gathered and co-ordinated on
plan and graphs in the Drawing office of
the Public Works Department and arrange-
ments have been made for an inspection
of these at a time and date to be arranged
with the Enigineer in Charge.

Chair at 4.30
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TOWN PLANNING.
(a) As to Criticism of Commissioner.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) In view of the expressed viewpoint
of Professor W. G. Holford. the noted
British town planning authority, as pub-
lished in "The West Australian" on the
28th August that "the Town Planning
Board in Perth had a greater knowledge
of town planning than any other board
in Australia, but it was hampered by lack
of support," and in view of the fact that
the Minister for Housing vigorously de-
fended an officer of his from what he
termed a "vicious," 'vitriolic" and "scurri-
lous" attack, does he intend to defend the
Town Planning Commissioner. Mr. D. L.
flavidsonj. from the attack made on him
(Mr. Davidson) by the member for West
Perth, who, without even attempting to
make out a case, urged the Government
to retire Mr. Davidson?

(2) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) As the Government has no

reason to disagree with the reported views
of Professor Holford. any action such as
that suggested by the hon. member would
appear unnecessary.

(b) As to Board's Attitude to South-a/-
River Railway.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

Is the Town Planning Board in favour
of a "south of the river" railway between
Fremantle and Midland Junction?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
I am referring this question to the Town

Planning Board and will give the hon.
member an answer in due course.

(c) As to Answer to Question.
Mr. GRiAHAM (without notice) asked

the Minister for Local Government:
(1) Dloes he intend to answer my ques-

tion No. 6 on the notice paper; and, if so,
is it his intention to defend the Town
Planning Commissioner, an officer of his.
from the attack made on him by the mem-
ber for West Perth?

(2) If it is not his intention to reply
to me, or defend the Town Planning Com-
missioner, does he concur with the view
of the member for West Perth that the
Town Planning Commissioner should be
retired?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) 1 certainly do not agree

with the member for West Perth in what
he may have said about the Town Plan-
ning Comm-issioner's Possible retirement.
I would remind the hon. member that, in
regard to his question on the notice paper,
I said that I would answer It in due course.

HOSPITALS.
As to Geraldion Regional Plans.

Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) What progress has been made with
the plans for the Geraldton regional hos-
pital?

(2) If the plans have been completed.
when does she anticipate that the build-
ing of the hospital will be commenced?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Preliminary sketch plans have been

received.
(2) It will be some time before plans

and specifications for calling of tenders
are available.

FREE MILK SCHEME.
As to Provision for Geraldton and

Northampton.

Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Education:

When is it anticipated that free milk
will be distributed to the Geraldton and
Northampton schools?

The MINISTER replied:
No date can be fixed for the extension

of the free milk scheme to Geraldton and
Northampton. The extension to North-
amnpton will depend upon the Common-
wealth Government's acceptance of this
State's proposal for the use of powdered
milk under the scheme.

The extension to Geraldton schools is
envisaged in the near future if the costs
of the distribution of bottled pasteurised
milk from Perth prove acceptable to the
Commonwealth.

The extension of the scheme to rural
areas on main railway routes, using bot-
tled pasteurised milk distributed from
Perth, will be considered by the advisory
committee at its next meeting on the 6th
September.

AUSTRALIAN ROAD SAFETY
COUNCIL.

As to Constitution and Financing.
Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is the Organisation known as the

Australian Road Safety Council a purely
State Organisation?

(2) If it is not solely a State concern,
Just how is this Organisation constituted?

(3) Upon what basis is the~brganisatlon
financed?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) No.
(2) The Australian Road Safety Council

is constituted under the Commonwealth
Aid Roads and Works Act, under which
the Federal Government makes available
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finances for toad safety practices through
the Federal Minister for Transport. The
Australian Road Safety Council is admin-
istered by the Commonwealth Department
of Transport and the director of that
department is automatically the chairman.
It consists of the road safety organisations
in each of the several States and the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory. The road safety
organisation is appointed in each State
by the State Minister for Transport.

(3) Under the Commonwealth Aid Roads
and Works Act, the Australian Road Safety
Council receives £100,000 per annum for
five years as from June, 1949. The con-
ditions which control this grant are laid
down by the Federal Minister for Trans-
port, and result in a division between the
Commonwealth and the States on a 40/60
basis-40 per cent. being retained by the
Commonwealth and 60 per cent,' being
divided among the States on an area petrol
consumption basis. '7/l0ths fuel, 3/l0ths
area, which results in the following:-

Commonwealth
A.C.T.
New South Wales
Victoria ..I ..
Queensland... ..
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania ..

f
* . 39,000

1:000
... 15.000
... 12,000

11,100
.. 1',500

9.900
.. 4,500

(2) Is he aware that an accident occur-
red at this crossing on Friday, the 24th
instant, when a motor truck collided with
a train?

(3) Is he aware that an employee of the
W.A.G.R. was permanently employed at
this crossing some Years ago?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied:

(1) There are no warning lights at this
crossing.

(2) No, but a collision did occur on this
date between a motor truck and the mines
shunting engine at the Hainault crossing.

(3) Yes. A crippled employee named
Lawrence was flag man at the Chapple-st.
crossing for a number of years. On his
retirement the position was abolished as
it was considered that the volume of traffic
did not warrant any special precautions.

(b,) As to Charge for Farmers' Crossings.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is It correct that the Minister in-
tends to make an annual charge to farmers
who have railway crossings installed to
provide road access to their properties?

(2) Dloes the Minister intend to have
this done by regulation or otherwise?

f:100,000 The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
-replied:

PRIMARY PRODUCTION.
As to Recorded Values.

Hon. E. NUIJSEN asked the Premier:
What is the value, from the inception

of the keeping of records to June, 1Q51,
separately, of gold, coal, wheat and wool.

The PREMIER replied:
Gross -Values of Production.

E
Gold production to the 30th

June, 1951 .... 320,066,513
Coal Production to the 30th

June, 1951 .. 17,700,371
Wheat Production-Period

from 1900-1 to 31/3/51 ... 290,122,580
Wool Production -Period

from 1900 to 31/3/51 .... 247,783,079
* Note-These values have not been

adjusted for variations in purchasing
power.

0 RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Warning Lights, Chapple-st.,

Kalgoorlie.

Mr. McCULLOCH asked the minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

(1) Will he take the necessary steps to
ascertain that warning lights are erected
at Chapple-st. railway crossing, Kalgoor-
lie?

(1) Yes. A charge of 10s. per annum
to cover maintenance costs in all cases
where crossings were installed at the cost
of and are the responsibility of the owner.

(2) This is covered by Section 67 of the
Railways Act.

PRICES CONTROL.
As to Cost-plus Formula.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE (without notice>
asked the Attorney General:

(1) Has he read an article In this morn-
ing's issue of "The West Australian"
headed "Criticism of Price-Fixing Pro-
cedure" and containing the following:-

Criticism of the present method of
price control which he said was a
"glorious cost-plus system" was ex-
pressed by Mr. Hearn (L.C.L.) in the
Legislative Council, last night....
Under the present formula of price
control, there was no incentive and
it could lead to the extinction of pri-
vate enterprise, for the employer was
able to sit back happily and get a
profit margin whatever the cost of
the article.

(2) If the Minister has read the article.
has he any comment to make in connec-
tion with it?

Hon. J1. T1. Tonkin: It is a case where
silence is golden, is it not?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) and (2) I have read the article

and it is not correct.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Mr. Beamn should

know.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motions by Mr. May, leave of ab-

sence for two weeks granted to Hon. A.
A. M. Coverley (Kimberley) and to Mr.
Rodoreda (Pilbara) on the ground of urg-
ent public business.

ASSENT TO BILL.
message from the Administrator

ceived and read notifying assent to
Supply Bill (No. 1) £9,000,000.

the

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. ACKLANDb (Moore) [4.471: I wish
to add my expressions of satisfaction to
those already voiced regarding the con-
firmation contained in the Administrator's
Speech that the King and Queen, accom-
panied by Princess Margaret. are to visit
Western Australia. I doubt whether there
are any people in the British Empire, or
for that matter any English-speaking
people anywhere, who have shown more
loyalty to the throne than have the citi-
zens of this State; and it will be im-
mensely gratifying to all to have an op-
portunity to see the Royal visitors in
person.

I trust that Cabinet will take into full
account the state of His Majesty's health
and see that too heavy a programme is
not arranged; and when that programme
is being drawn up, I hope that the
general public will be given the utmost
opportunity to see the Royal party, and
that the members of that party will not
be kept exclusively to a small and select
band.

With those who have spoken before me,
I wish to join in the expressions of re-
gret at the passing of the late Sir James
Mitchell and also in the expressions of
sympathy to those he left behind him.
I am sure all members of this House will
agree that Sir James Mitchell was the
greatest son Western Australia ever had
and that he has earned the love and affec-
tion of all sections of our community and
the gratitude of every one of us. When
he entered the State Parliament in 1905,
agriculture in this country was at a low
ebb and had not progressed very far. The
acreage sown to wheat in Western Aus-
tralia in 1904 was 137,946 acres and 26
years later, while Sir James was Premier
of this State, we find that, through his
efforts more than through any other
agency, we had 3,955,763 acres under
wheat. In 1905, Western Australia ex-

ported less than £100 worth of wheat, but
24 years later over 50,000,000 bushels of
wheat were despatched from Western Aus-
tralia. That wonderful achievement must,
be attributed to the foresight of Sir James
Mitchell, and what has taken place in the
wheat-belt has occurred also in the dairy-
ing industry of the South-West.

Mr. Styants: How many million pounds.
have been written off the dairying scheme
in the South-West?

Mr. ACKLAND: Many Millions of pounds
have been written off in the South-West.
but, in spite of that, I still say this country
is far better off today than it would have
been had it not been for the faith and
energy of the late Sir James. Long before
he entered Parliament Sir James had an.
unbounded faith in Western Australia. A&~
manager of the local branch of the Western
Australian Hank at Northam he was con-
stantly in trouble with his heads in Perth,
I am informed, because he gave too much
credit to the clients of that bank to help.
them on with their developmental work.

I am given to understand that not £1
of that money-often advanced against
the wishes of his superiors--was lost to
that institution. I am one of thousands
of men that Sir James Mitchell Persuaded
to go on the land. I can well remember
his having advised me. in 1908, to go to
Wongan Hills, and my experience was
shared by many others. I doubt whether
one of us had any considerable capital
but, because of the faith Sir James had in
this State and its people and the reason-
ableness of the land conditions and the.
Agricultural Bank he advanced to men
such as myself 100 per cent, of the value-
on any developmental work we undertook.
I am convinced it was that faith in the
People of the State that made it possible.
for Sir James to accomplish what he did
during the time he was a member of this.
Parliament.

I desire to express my sympathy to the
relatives of the late Mr. Harry Shearn and
the late Mr. Tom Fox. I had not the
pleasure of knowing them for more than.
four Years-not nearly as long as the
majority of members of this Assembly-
knew them-but it was a sufficient time
for me to appreciate the very many good
qualities of both these gentlemen. There.
was, in the Speech of His Excellency the
Administrator, much of which the Gov-
ernment of this State could well be proud.
The four years during which the Govern-
ment has occupied the Treasury bench
have been Years of steady progres&
throughout the length and breadth of the
State.

Mr. Graham: You will get a Portfolio in.
due course.

Mr. ACKLAND: I desire Particularly to.
mention the progress made in the field
of education. I, in common with other
members of this Chamber. may feel that.
the area I represent has not received all.
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it is entitled to. but wherever one looks,
from one end of the State to the other.
one sees fine schools being erected and
accommodation being provided for teach-
ers at a rate greater than ever before in
the history of Western Australia. I am
one of those who, on occasions, have criti-
cised the Government for spending money
in what I thought was an unequal way, but
during the last 12 months the Government
has adopted an entirely different attitude.
I wish to express to the Minister for
Works the pleasure and thanks of the
people in the areas I represent, as well
as those further north, for a great deal
of public work which I felt was long de-
layed, but which has now been approved
and is being implemented in those districts.

Mr. Styants: Being a rebol sometimes
pays dividends.

Mr. ACKLAND: To the Minister for
Lands I desire to express my pleasure at
th? development and expansion of the
soldier settlement scheme during the
period I havr mentioned. I could never
feel very enthusiastic about the purchasing
of one farm in order to place another man
on it but, now that the department has
entered into a programme for the de-
velopment of Crown lands in order to
settle men on new prcperties, one can be
enthusiastic about the position. I was
fortunate enough to be one of those who
was able to take part in an inspection of
the Rocky Gully, Many Peaks and South
Stirling areas last year. The properties
developed in those districts are now being
allotted to soldier settlers, and I am very
pleased that so much progress has been
made. Now that the programme is well
under way I trust it will not be long be-
fore the Minister for Lands decides to
get on with the development of land west
of the Midland railway.

Mr. Hoar: You have now wiped out all
your black marks!

Mr. ACKLAND: I believe that some of
the land earmarked for soldier settlement
in that area is superior to much of that
which is now being developed in the South
Stirlings. and it has the great advantage
that it is by comparison almost on the
fringes of the metropolitan area. Wrapped
up with the development of new country is
the question of superphosphate supplies
and on this subject I feel compelled to
criticise the Government for having
failed to secure a more equitable distri-
bution of the supplies of superphosphate
available in this State. In his Speech His
Excellency the Administrator referred to
the fact that the Government intended
to introduce legislation for the purpose of
controlling the distribution of super-
phosphate. Although I wish to support
the Government in all its laudable under-
takings, at the same time. I am going to
Oppose bitterly the introduction of such
legislation until it has been proved
necessary.

Mr. May: Who thought out that sta-
tutory declaration?

Mr. ACKLAND: For three years we
have had a licensing scheme which, at
any time, could have been considered only
as a stop-gap method. Senator Seward.
as far back as last September, had some
rather caustic comments to make with
reference to the distribution taking place
at that time and made the suggestion
that a fresh scheme should be evolved.
This is what he said-

This system of rationing has fav-
oured the old-established farmer
whose property was fully developed
and is discriminating against one
who is still endeavouring to expand
his operations and the recent en-
trant into the industry.

As an old-established farmer, I know that
that section of his report is very true.

I am convinced, at present at any rate,
that there is sufficient superphosphate in
Western Australia, if it is correctly ra-
tioned. to serve the needs of the State.
When it is considered that in 1939 only
270,478 tons of superphosphate were
manufactured whereas this year it is an-
ticipated that 420,000 tons are to be dis-
tributed, and when it is realised that dur-
ing that period superphosphate manu-
facture has increased by 55 per cent.
wihile the development of this country has
increased by only 26 per cent., it stands
to reason that there is an unequal dis-
tribution. Especially is this apparent
when one also knows that so many
farmers are not getting sufficient super-
phosphate for their requirements.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Especially those receiv-
ing 25 tons and less.

Mr. ACKLAND: Last December I ad-
dressed this House on the question of
superphosphate and asked the Minister
for Agriculture if he would prepare for a
more equitable distribution of superphos-
phate for the coming year; but it was not
until July of this year, when the super-
phosphate manufacturers decided it
would be necessary to make a 10 per
cent. cut on all those People with ten
tons or more and there was in conse-
quence an outcry throughout the country,
that something was decided upon. Be-
cause the manufacturers did not im-
mediately fall into line, it has been de-
cided that we should take over control
of superphosphate in this State.

Mr. May: Who are "we"?
Mr. ACKLAND: The Government of

Western Australia.
I-on. A. G. R. Hawke: It would come at

anything!1
Mr. ACKLAND: Until it is proved that

the superphosphate companies are not
prepared, when given reasonable time to
do so, to distribute superphosphate more
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equitably than at present, I see no reason
for control of this nature. I entered this
House with the hope that I might assist
in abolishing all control. I believe there
are some controls necessary at present.
but superphosphate is not a product which
should be subject to controls, I do hope
the Government will think again before
it decides it is necessary to take this
matter out of the hands of the owners.
I believe that as far as primary producers
are concerned, the produce of the land
belongs entirely to them, subject only to
their just debts. If that is good enough
for them, it is good enough for the man
who manufactures superphosphate, pro-
vided, by his handling of it. he does not
render a disservice to the people of this
country. I therefore repeat that I hope
second thoughts will be given to this
matter by the Government.

Mr. Styants: It sounds pretty close to
socialisation to me.

Mr. ACKLANID: The hon. member
knows my views on socialisation, and that
is one of the reasons why I am so opposed
to the Government taking this action.

Mr. Styants: Yes, you
enterprise when there is
erment enterprise when
fit; that is all You want

support private
profit and Gov-
there is no pro-
socialisation for.

Mr. ACKLAND: Apparently the member
for Kalgoorlie knows a great deal more
about me than I know about myself.

Mr. May: That is not original.
Mr. ACKLAND: I hope that during this

session the question of stockfeed will re-
ceive the attention of the Government.
I am of opinion that there should be no
call on one section of the community to
subsidise another section to keep it in
production. If an industry in this State
is necessary for the welfare of the State.
then it is the responsibility of all to sub-
sidise it if that course is essential. For
years, stockfeeders have been subsidised
by the wheatgrowers, and it may be in-
teresting to the House to know what the
position is this year throughout Austra-
lia. Twenty-eight per cent. of 37,000,000
bushels of wheat used to grist flour for
home consumption in Australia equals
10,160,000 bushels sold at cheap wheat
rates. Twenty-eight per cent, of 35,000,000
bushels of wheat which is gristed for
export flour is also sold at home consump-
tion prices, which represents 9,800,000
bushels of cheap wheat, whilst wheat sold
as stockfeed represented 23.800,000 bushels,
or a total of 43,760,000 bushels.

Mr. Manning: What about the cheap
butter and free milk.

Mr. ACKLALND: That is another story.
This wheat is sold at 7s. lad, a bushel
and, as members know, on the oversea
market it is worth l~s. 6d. For the current
financial year, that represents a loss to
the wheatgrower of £23,338,661.

The Attorney General: Of course, that
would be more than counteracted in the
concessions they get regarding steel, zinc.
copper and several other products.

Mr. ACKLANQD: The Minister for Prices
may know more about that than I do,
but I will not agree with him that any
concessions the wheatgrower gets repre-
sents anything approaching £23,500,000.

Mr. Styants: What about the conces-
sions on the railways?

Mr. ACKCLAND: I will talk about the
railways later. When it is realised that
we in Western Australia use only 2,000,000
bushels of wheat for stockfeed. it can
easily be seen how great Is the contribu-
tion the wheatgrowing industry in West-
ern Australia makes to the rest of Austra-
lia. Speaking on that. I think that you.
Sir, will remember, because you have had
to sit in your Chair and listen to me talk-
ing while others have risen from their
seats and walked out if they so desired-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Speaker does
not have to listen to you.

Mr. ACKLAND: -that on previous
occasions I have strongly advocated that
the four wheatgrowing States should have
their own separate State pools and there
should be one statutory Commonwealth
body to deal with the sale of wheat over-
sea. The growers, by a great majority,
during the period when socialisation was
extremely popular-

Hon. A. H. Panton: With whom?
Mr. ACKLAND: -voted against such a

scheme. I may mention to the member
for Leederville that the people who so
strongly advocated that then would very
much like to get out of the agreement
they made. They realise now that they
have been sold a Pup. They realise it to
such an extent that at that period I was
told I was mad to advocate a State pool.
I was told it was political dynamite and
it was the quickest way to commit political
suicide.

Mr. J. Hegney: That would not worry
you, woul It?

Mr. ACKLAND: Not a bit. Today the
people who were so Opposed to the attitude
I adopted then have no hesitation in com-
ing forward and saying that I was right
on that occasion and they were wrong.
Had we had a State pool in Western Aus-
tralia. 9,000 wheatgrowers in this country
would have received a greater return for
their produce averaging £1,155 each, repre-
senting a figure of somewhere between
£10,000,000 and £11,000,000. The wheat
could have been sold in exactly the same
markets, and at the same price as the
wheat has been sold to the Commonwealth
pool.

Mr. Hoar: How do you account for that?
Mr. ACKLAND: I was going to pass

over that, but if the member for Warren
is so anxious, I will give him the figures
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I have here; but I would have thought
that he, for one, would have taken that
fact as one that could be substantiated, or
I would never have made the statement in
this Chamber. Let us consider the Posi-
tion in the Eastern States. Last year. they
had a marketable crop of 123,780,000
bushels. That was worth 18s. 6d. a bushel.
Today, I think the figure is higher. How-
ever, 57.100,000 bushels of that wheat has
to be sold to the local flour trade and
stockfeeders in the Eastern States. That
wheat was sold at '7s. l0d, a bushel, which
represents a discount of 10s. 8d. a bushel
on the oversea market price. That repre-
sents an overall reduction of 4s. lid, a
bushel on the whole of the 123,700,000
bushels. The remaining 66,000.000 bushels
would have been sold under the Inter-
.national Wheat Agreement at 16s. id. Per
bushel but the wheat sold for flour for
export would have been sold at a figure
in the vicinity of 15s. 9d. per bushel.

Mr. Hoar: Would You be prepared to sell
on the local market at export rates?

Mr. ACKLAND: Not with flour. There
has never been any suggestion by any of
the wheatgrowers' organisations that that
should be done.

Mr. Hoar: You have spoken about the
way the wheat increases in weight in
transit.

Mr. ACKLAND: I have done so and will
continue to do so. On these figures we
find that there has been a discount of
2s. 6d. per bushel on that wheat which,
spread over 123,700,000 bushels, represents
Is. 41d. per bushel. So a bushel of wheat,
*when sold on the export market, is worth
l8s. 6d. and we have to allow the home
consumption subsidy of 4S. lid., less the
cost of the International Wheat Agree-
ment concession, Is. 41d., leaving a net
return to the grower of l2s. 21d.

We in Western Australia sold
46,000,000 bushels which, based on the
same calculation, was worth 18s. 6d. on
the open market. The wheat used and
kept in Western Australia would amount
to 4.200,000 bushels, and there would be a
reduction of 11.d, per bushel over the
whole 46,000,000 bushels. Based on the
ratio of the export wheat in this State,
we find that the wheat used for other
purposes gives a reduction of 11.Sd. per
bushel over the whole crop. Thus, with
a marketable crop for the State of
46,000,000 bushels, it is worth 18s. 6d. less
the cost of home consumption subsidy
11.d. and the cost of the International
Wheat Agreement concession 9.9d. leaving
16s. 8.5d., or 4s. 6d. per bushel over the
whole of the wheat lost to this State be-
cause we are participants in the Common-
wealth Pool. Evidently the member for
Warren has not f ollowed my figures closely,
but seeing that he is so interested, I am
prepared to let him see them in order
to satisfy himself that they are correct.

A little earlier in the session I asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Railways certain questions regarding the
weighing of wheat. Under the Co-oper-
ative Bulk Handling Act, it is compulsory
for the wheatgrowers to accept the Gov-
ernment weighbridge weights for all the
wheat sold in the State. In my questions
I mentioned something which is an estab-
lished fact-and I hope to prove it
-that the wheatgrowers are paying
less freight for the cartage of their
wheat than is debited to them by
the Wheat Board. The reason is that
the weighbridges are inaccurate. The
weighbridges throughout the State con-
trolled by Co-operative Bulk Handling are
constantly under examination, not only by
the Weights and Measures Branch but also
weekly by the company's officials, and we
find there is a big discrepancy between
the charges imposed and the weights com-
piled by the Railway Department. At
Bunbury, Fremantle and Geraldton, some
of this loss is recovered when the wheat
is weighed through the hoppers to go into
the ships. The company, having realised
some years ago that this was happening,
approached the Railway Department with
an offer to provide new and up-to-date
weighbridges, and it was even prepared to
have its own men stationed with the rail-
waymen to see that accuracy was obtained.

The questions I put to the Minister were
contained in a memo. which I1 have before
me showing that at Midland Junction there
was a discrepancy of 12 tons 14 cwt. 3 qrs.
in the weighing of tour truck-loads of
wheat conveyed to the flour mill at Cottes-
loe. I understood that it was Co-operative
Bulk Handling that detected the error.
but I subsequently discovered that it was
Thomas & Co. flour millers of Cottesloe,
who realised that there was a big dis-
crepancy and reported the matter.
Under instructions from the company,
the wheat was sent to the North
Fremantle weighbridge, which is far more
accurate, and there it was cheek-weighed.
The Minister said in his reply that the
weighbridge was temporarily out of order
but it seems to me that it is temporarily
out of order every month and has been
so for years.

I have another memo. before me which
goes back to the 15th September, 1939.
Here we find that the weight of wheat
in one truck from Meckering to Fremantle
was given by the Government weighbridge
as 9 tons 9 cwt. Yet the buyers of that
wheat, in this instance the produce trade.
without any hesitation or any re-weighing,
accepted the weight as 10 tons 13 cwt. In
another case there was a truck from Kulia,
which the railways weighed at 25 tons 16
cwt. and the man who bought it willingly
paid for 2? tons. This sort of thing has
been going on since 1933. As I have
pointed out, the company is compelled to
accept the railway weighbridge weights
unless they are challenged.
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In my questions I pointed out to the
Minister that it was quite possible the
Railway Department had been losing some
thousands of pounds while the farmers had
been losing tens of thousands of pounds
under this system. That is borne out by
some figures I have before me. I do not
intend to weary the House by Quoting them
to any extent, but they deal with the
output for the seasons 1947-48, 1948-49 and
1949-50. In 1947-48, there were 233 sidings
at which wheat was received, and at 53
of them the wheat was carted by road.
The average shortage on that wheat was
.146 per cent. There was one siding from
which the whole of the wheat went to
the Merredin flour mill, and on a check
weigh at the flour mill, a difference of
.083 per cent. was found. At Geraldton,
dealing with 24 sidings, the loss was .847
per cent., or would have been had we
accepted the railway rate as against the
cheek weigh. The whole of that wheat was
exported and in that there was a dis-
crepancy of .298 per cent.

Taking Fremantle, where the whole of
the wheat from 24 sidings was handled,
the loss was .831; yet, when the
wheat was exported, the loss was only
.310 per cent. At flunbury, 41 sidings,
the average shortage was .561 per cent.,
but when the wheat was sold it was only
.298 per cent. There were 92 sidings from
which the wheat went to the mills and
produce trades and the loss there was
.861 per cent. I do not intend to weary
members by giving the figures for the
other two years, but they are in every
respect comparable with those I have read
for the whole of. the wheat that was ex-
ported. We find that the railways weighed
the wheat at .393 per cent, less than when
it was weighed and sold on the market.

Mr. Styants: Do all the welghbridges give
the same weights?

Mr. ACKLAND: No. If the hon. mem-
ber, as a former railwayman, would care
to peruse these figures. he is at liberty
to do so.

Mr. Styants: Some of them weigh more
heavily.

Mr. ACKLAND: Another paragraph in
this report reads--

The outturns show remarkable varia-
tion, ranging from 2.594 per cent. sur-
plus to 2.677 per cent. shortage, a total
range of 5.271 per cent. The general
standard of accuracy of C... weigh-
bridges would immediately be called
into question but, once again, we have
the fact that a considerable number
of sidings (53 in all) sent most of their
wheat by road. A great deal of this
wheat was check-weighed without
showing any great degree of difference
between siding and cart weighbridge
weights. None of these sidings showed
a loss as high as one per cent. and
their overall average shortage was only
.146 per cent. There was one other
check against a C... weighbridge
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of a similar nature. This was at
Merredin, where all the wheat received
was taken by the local flour mill, and
weighed over the mill 'weighbridge.
in this instance there was a small
surplus, equal to .083 per cent., or less
than 2-lb. a ton.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Does not the Wheat
gain in weight by absorbing moisture?

Mr. ACKLAND: it gains more when it
is being transported oversea in the ships.
If we could take these figures as conclusive,
but I must admit we cannot as they are
approximate only, we would find that
the 12,000,000 bushels of wheat delivered
to mills and stockfeeders represent a loss
to the grower of 42,360 bushels or, in
monetary value, £39,183. So I ask the
Government to expedite the installation
of new weighbridges and to ensure that
the principle of stop weighing is adhered
to. That should be done in the interests
of the railways because even taking into
account that there is a minimum weight
rate for a truck, they must be losing a
considerable amount of money, but it
would be nothing compared with that
which is being lost to the industry. It
is impossible to put three tons overweight
into a railway truck.

Mr. Styants: I thought you said some
trucks were four tons overweight?

Mr. ACKLAND: I said that on four
trucks the check weight showed a, loss of
12 tons. The Government weighbridges
weighed them 12 tons less than the check
weight at North Fremantle.

Mr. Styants: That would mean they
were three tons overweight.

Mr. ACKLAND: Not one of them was
overweight. Before I get off the subject
of railways, I should like to mention that
the regulations used by the Railway
Department are very foolish, to say the
least of them. I have an instance before
me of a man who sent 4 tons 14 cwt. of
oats to market. He was given a truck
which could not carry more than six tons,
yet he was charged a minimum of eight
tons because the minimum rate is eight
tons under the regulation. I agree that
the users of the railways should be pre-
pared to meet the working expenses of
the department, and am in favour of the
increase of 30 per cent, on freights because
I believe that the State finds the interest
and sinking fund for the railways. The
customers should find the working ex-
penses.

.Mr. Styants: Super. is still being carried
for less than cost.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not agree. I have
a letter from a soldier Settler at Tootra,
as follows:-

Could YOU help Me in the following
matter? Eighteen months ago, on the
27th February, 1950, I bought a
second-hand disc plough at a place
which is 292 miles by rail from Bindi
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Bindi.. The freight charge was
£4 12s. 84- A few weeks ago, on the
13th July, 1951, 1 bought a second-
hand binder from Narrogin, which is
198 miles by rail, and the freight was
£13 15s. 24.

Here I should like to state that although
I do not know the make of the plough
this man bought, I have no hesitation in
saying that it would weigh double the
weight of the binder-

I know the freight charges have
been increased (at least 40 per cent.
I understand) and that certain items
now come under a different heading,
but £13 1S. 2d. as compared with
£4 12s. 8d., with a margin in favour
of the latter of 94 miles, is 400 per
cent., and second-hand agricultural
machinery is still agricultural ma-
chinery no matter what the Railway
Department may call it.

Ron. A. H. Panton: Do you say a plough
would be twice the weight of a binder?

Mr. ACKLAND: Yes. A plough is all
heavy steel.

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: How many discs
would the plough have?

Mdr. ACKLAND: No one in the wheat
districts would buy smaller than a 10-
disc plough, In the South-West, and such
places, it would be different.

Mr. Styants: A binder would take up
more Space.

Mr. ACKLAND: No. I have taken up
this matter with the Railway Department,
on behalf of this man, but up to date
have received no redress. I want to discuss
another matter, and to introduce it I wish
to read a cutting from "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 3rd March, 1951-

The Commonwealth Director of
Road Transport (Mr. T. 0. Paterson)
told the executive of the Australian
Road Safety Council here today that
2,300 Australians were likely to die on
Australians roads this year.

He said that a statistical analysis
showed that of the 2,300 Persons to
die, 261 would be children. Statistics
also showed that the most vital sec-
tion of the population, the 17 to 40 age
group, would lose 1,222 persons. of
the deaths, 1.920 were likely to be
males and 380 females.

Mr. Paterson added that motor car
drivers were likely to cause most
deaths. They would kill 849 persons;
pedestrians would be responsible for
524 deaths; riders of motor cycles
would claim 431; pillion passengers
122; cyclists 121 and other cases, such
as mechanical defects, 253 deaths.

Mr. Paterson described motor cycle
accidents as "a. cancerous growth eat-
ing into vitals of aL nation already
underpopulated."~

I am going to ask the Government to give
consideration to an alteration of the traffic
laws. 'I believe that every drunken driver
is a potential murderer, and should not
be given the option of a fine. Such a
person should be imprisoned on the first
offence and suffer double the penalty on
every subsequent occasion. I should also
like to suggest that consideration be given
to impounding the motor vehicle involved.

Mr. May: It would be bad luck if the
driver had borrowed It.

Mr. ACKLAND: If that were done, I
think the employers would assist in polic-
ing drunken driving cases. This is a
matter of vital importance, particularly
when we read in the paper that men have
been convicted two or three times and
got off with small fines and the suspension
of their license for a few months.

Mr. Graham: On the third conviction
they are disqualified for life from holding
a license.

Mr. ACKCLAND: We also know that
there are instances of men, who have had
their licenses suspended, being caught
again during the period of suspension.
This is a matter where too stringent action
could not be taken.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do away with the
beer.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not think that is
necessary. An increase of the penalties
under the Trafice Act is what is required.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What about care-
less drivers?

Mr. ACKLAN4D: I am glad the mem-
ber for Fremantle mentioned that point,
as I had overlooked it for the Moment.
I think that in every case where a man
is convicted of negligent driving, he should
be forced to attend a school to teach him
road manners and suffer the indignity of
undergoing an examination to test his re-
actions to certain conditions.

Mr. Graham: What about instruction
before he has done the damage?

Mr. ACKLAIND: Twice recently I have
been in the Eastern States, and I am
convinced that if one stands for half an
hour in St. George's Terrace, one sees
more acts of discourtesy than one would
see, in the same time, anywhere in the
Eastern State where there is a larger popu-
lation of motorists.

[Mr. Perkins took the Chair.]
Mr. Styants: I agree with you entirely.
Mr. ACKLAND: I feel very bucked at

that. I would ask the Government to give
some consideration to what I have sug-
gested, because we badly need to keep
alive the 2,300 people who are likely to
die this year in road accidents. I would
not presume to suggest what should be
done to the motor cyclist. Frankly, I
have a good deal of sympathy for him
because he is born in an excitable age
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'in 'which there is little control 'of chil-
dren, and in which young people have
far too much spending cash. It would
need someone with a greater knowledge
of this matter than I have, to suggest
what should be done.

Next I want to make some ref erence
to decentralisation. In looking at the re-
turns for the last financial year, I notice
that an amount of £682,760 is shown as
the loss of the State Electricity Commis-
sion in the metropolitan area. One day
last week the Minister for Works opened
.the South-West power station, and if 'I
am correctly informed, there is to be a
uniform schedule of charges to cover the
whole network of supplies from that power
station.

The Government, as fast as It can, is
putting power lines through the country.
As one goes along the Great Eastern High-
way, one finds that poles and insulators
are being erected, and It will not be long
before power reaches such places as Nor-
thern and York in the eastern districts.
I believe, howeiter, -that it will be years
before our other country towns are served
in that way. Towns in the agricultural
areas and in other parts of the State,
too, that are conducting their electricity
'undertakings on sound business lines
should receive a subsidy from the Govern-
ment so that power can be supplied to
them at a price comparable to that charged
in the metropolitan area.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They will be taken
over.

Mr. ACKLAND: I stand for decentrali-
sation, which is a plank of the platform
of the party I represent here. I believe
there should also be a uniform schedule of
water rates, and I hope at a later date
to have something to say on that subject.
But I am not prepared to do so tonight.
The State Electricity Commission should
attend to those smaller and more outlying
parts of the State. The people in those
areas should be given the same considera-
tion as the people in the metropolitan area.
It could be done by making concessions
or at least by subaldising those plants.
provided always that they were conducted
on good businesslike lines.

Reverting to agriculture for a moment.
I support the member for Blackwood In
-his approach to the Department of Agri-
culture for an inquiry to be made Into the
use of basic superphosphate, and a per-
centage of lime mixed with superphosphate,
to -see what effect it will have on certain
of our agricultural lands. If we become
short of superphosphate--as seems likely
unless there is some prospect of obtaining
sulphur from the new find in America-
-then the use of ground phosphate is one
well worthy of consideration. The member
for Blaekwood also suggested the use of
a certain percentage of lime.

Recently I was at the Chapman research
station where there are four experimental
plots, repeated seven times-in all'-there

were 28 plots. Seven plots had no super-
phosphate applied, seven had a half cwt.,
seven had three-quarters and the other
seven had one cwt. Yet, one could see no
difference whatever in the growth of those
,crops, It is as well to mention that in
this field's life history, 12 to 14 cwt. of
superphosphate had been applied which
had built up the soil fertility. Also, two
crops of sub-clover had been grown, and
prior to this experiment we found no dif-
ference in any of these plots. Taking into
consideration the delayed action--or at
least believing there is a delayed action
from ground phosphate as compared with
superphosphate-I believe that some of
our older country, which has been built
up with superphosphate over a number of
years, could be well served for some time
by ground phosphate.

Now I come to the final matter on which
I wish to address the House. At first. I
had no intention of speaking about this
matter because I did not consider it of
sufficient importance. But tow it seems
advisable for mae to have something to say
about it. I have with me a report from
"The West Australian" of a speech made
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn.

Mr. Marshall:, What session?
Mr. ACKLAND: I am not reading from

"Hansard" I am quoting from "The West
Australian."

Mr. Marshall: What session is it? 'What
is the date?

Mr. ACKLAND: It is dated the 21st
August.

Mr. Marshall: Then you cannot read it
here.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would ad-
vise the hon. member that what applies
to the reading of "Hansard" applies equally
to quoting from the Press, about speeches
made in the same session.

Mr. Marshall: Of course it does. It is
time the hon. member learned something
a bout Standing Orders. He has been here
long enough.

Mr. ACKLAND. I am accused of making
a scurrilous attack on a certain Mr. Webb
during the last Commonwealth election
campaign and I was called upon by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn, to either make
an apology-

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. ACKLAND: -or prove that Mr.

Webb was a communist.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You cannot do that.
Mr. ACKLAND: Frankly, I do not know

Mr. Webb. I have seen him twice in this
House. However, I do not take credit for
being the author of this pamphlet.

Mr. Styants: There is not much credit
about that.

Mr. ACKLAND: But I did know what
it contained before I allowed my name to
be placed on it.

379
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Mr. Graham: Including the hammer and
sickle?

Mr. ACKLAND: I see no reason why I
should apologise or why I should set out
to prove that Mr. Webb is a communist.

- Hon. E. Nulsen: Mr. Webb is definitely
not a communist.

Mr. ACKLAND: I have never suggeste
that he was, and I do not suggest it at
this moment.

Several members interjected:
Mr. ACKLAND: I can see nothing de-

famatory in the pamphlet. It was done
in the open and Mr. Webb and his friends
had every right, if they wished, to take
me to court for it.

Mr. Styants: What does the hammer
and sickle indicate?

Mr. ACKLAND: I will tell the hon.
member what the hammer and sickle
stands for as I go along, if he will only be
patient. I have very definite views on
many things, and I have a most definite
view on preserving the British Empire.

Mr. May: I thought you were going to
say "common decency."

Mr. ACKLAND: I have most definite
views about preserving the rights of free-
dom and democracy as against communism
and slavery.

Mr. Graham: And socialism?
Mr. ACKLAND: Yes and socialism, too.

Socialism is so closely allied to communism
that there is only one difference-that is
the difference of application.

Mr. McCulloch: What about electricity
rates?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You like subsidies
but you do not like socialism.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Mr. ACKLAND: I do not know whether

you are aware, Mr. Speaker, but when the
member for Mt. Hawthorn attacked me,
he did it very viciously.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: A beautiful speech!I
Mr. ACKLAND: I sat here without mak-

ing the slightest interjection. But, in the
four years that I have been in this Cham-
ber, I have found that my friends on the
other side of the House-and I say, "my
friends" advisedly because most of them
are my friends--love to dish it out, but
they cannot take it.

The Minister for Lands: They squeal.
Mr. ACKLAND: Time after time when

one retaliates in the slightest degree, they
try to howl one down and prevent one
from speaking. I have experienced that in
this Chamber on several occasions, and
we are getting a repetition of it tonight.
I am convinced that if the time has not
already arrived, then it is very fast ap-
proaching when not only the nations of
the world but also the peoples in the dif-
ferent nations will have to come to a very
definite and decided decision.

Mr. Mculloch: That was said 100 years
ago.

Mr. ACKLAND: There are only two
forces and only two kinds of people-
those who believe in freedom of action and
speech, and those who believe in slavery
as is exemplified by the communist
doctrine.

Mr. Graham: Capitalism or socialism.
Mr. ACKLAND: We must stand solidly

behind those people who believe in free-
dom. Some of my friends wondered why
I associated myself with a certain Mr.
Clive Palmer during the last Federal elec-
tion. It is quite true that two years be-
fore I opposed him, and those who
work with him, very strongly. But, during
the last Federal election we found that'
those who were with Mr. Palmer adopted
a different attitude towards the people I
represent. We know that there is prac-
tically no difference between the platform
of the Country and Democratic League
and that of the Liberal Party; there is
only a difference of application.

Mr. Mcdulloch: Just for the time being,
of course.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the Country and
Democratic League we have a rural atti-
tude whereas the majority of the Liberals
have a metropolitan attitude.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Mt. Marshal] is getting a big laugh out of
this.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am still being sub-
jected to exactly the same thing as I men-
tioned previously. My friends on the op-
posite side of the Chamber do not like
it if we tell them the truth.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You do not know
what that is.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I am afraid he was
leading a good man astray.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am willing to ally my-
sell with any party which adopts the same
attitude as myself towards communism.
The Liberal Party does that. I am on
the side of any Government which is will-
Ing to take some definite action against
communism.

Mr. Graham: We have not much evi-
dence of It.

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not for one moment
say that my friends on the other side of
the House are communists.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: How noble!
Mr. ACKLAND: But, I do say that their

friends in the Federal sphere have not
shown evidence--

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Such patronage!
Mr. ACKLAND: -that they are pre-

pared to deal with this menace which Is
facing every country in the world.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Then why does
not your own State Government do some-
thing about it?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. ACKLAND: Referring now to this
pamphlet: First of all, I was told it was
a bad photograph of Mr. Webb. I have
seen Mr. Webb twice and I can easily
recognise him by this photograph. In the
left-hand corner of the pamphlet we have
a quotation from a speech made by Mr.
Webb during the last Federal election cam-
paign. He said, at Midland Junction on
the 10th April. 1951-

Last election there were no person-
alities but this time the gloves are off.

Mr. McCulloch: No shortage of paper
there.

Mr. ACKLAND: If that statement, made
by Mr. Webb, did not ask for an all-out
fight, then I do not know what does.

Mr. Hoar: A fair fight.
H-on. J. B. Sleetnan: A fight does not

mean lying statements.
Mr. ACKLANqD: I will deal with that

later on.
Mr. Styants: Marquess of Queenshury

rules and not Rafferty rules.
Mr. ACKLAND*: This statement, which

appears under the photograph of Mr.
Webb, appeared in "The Worker" on the
22nd November, 1946. 1 would remind
members on the opposite side of the House
that "The Worker" is their paper, and it
had this to say-

The whole business has an unfortu-
nate flavour. It stinks of a philosophy
that is foreign in its concept em-
braced though it is by fanatics who
call themselves communists. So long
as trade unions allow this brand of
reformers into executive positions and
confuse a capacity to cajole by in-
flamed oratory with a capacity to lead
for mutual advantage, so long will dis-
putes like this one of the Garrats
take the turns that it did. Deregis-
tration. of a union, like the Locomo-
tive Engine Drivers', Firemen and
Cleaners' Union, is the climax to suc-
cessful communistic tatics. which,
while engineered with skill and
tactical prowers, relies for its success

... on the condition that there must
be at least one of them in a strong
executive position.

I did not say that. That is taken from
"The Worker."

Mr. Graham: It was put under a photo-
graph of Mr. Webb.

Mr. ACKLAND: It was stated in "The
Worker" on the 22nd November, 1946,and Mr. Webb was, and still is, the
secretary of this 'Union.

Hon. J. E. Sleeman: It Is a lying state-
ment. Did it mention Mr.T. Webb in the
statement? Who put his photograph
there?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr. ACKLAND: I did not say that Mr.

Webb said that, but the hon. member
will agree

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Then why do you
infer it. It is a lying statement.

Mr. ACKLAN4D: -with me that Mr.
Webb was the secretary and executive of
the organlisatlon concerned at that time.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is a lying. state-
ment.

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER; Order!I The hon. mem-

ber will resume his seat, please. We are
getting away from Standing Orders with
interJections and interruptions when a
member is speaking. I have no objec-
tion to interj ections when the hon, mem-
ber catches his breath-that is a good
time to make them! But when the hon.
member Is speaking and -another member
speaks against him in a loud voice, it
cannot be tolerated.

Hon. J. B. Sleenian: On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, is there no way In
which we can protect an innocent man
from such scurrilous attacks as this? 7
think the H-ouse should protect an inno-
cent man.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Moore
may now resume his speech.

Mr. ACKLAND: I will not say I am de-
fending myself, because I have nothing
to defend. At the same time I have the
right to reply to the remarks made by
the member for Mount Hawthorn on a
previous ocoasion. Would anybody dis-
agree with me when I say that the com-
munists vote Labour?

Hon. A. H. Panton: They always op-
pose Labour.

Mr. ACKLAND:, I think I can show the
hon. Member presently that they vote
Labour.

Mr. May: They vote Liberal, too.
Mr. ACKLAND: I maintain that if the

circular is as bad as It Is said to be, I
have here circulars which are a hundred
times worse; and one of them was
published on the very day that this 'was
distributed throughout Maylands.

Mr. Hoar: Do not get away from that
hammer and sickle!I You have to explain
that.

.Mr. ACKCLANqD: Here we have a
pamphlet which was issued on the same
day as the one under discussion.

Hon. J. B. Sleernan: That is a more
truthful one.

Mr. ACKLAND: That is the point of
view that anybody would expect the mem-
ber for Fremantle to take at any time.
We have an advertisement here which
shows the Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies,
together with the ambassador of Soviet
Russia, Senator Spooner and Mr. Holt
having a drink at the Russian Embassy
during a function which was held there.
The late Mr. Chifley or Dr. Evatt would
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would under similar circumstances, have
occupied exactly the same position as Mr.
Menzies did on that occasion.

The Minister for Lands: They are
standing behind, but you cannot see them.
They were all there.

Mr. ACKLAND: If this Pamphlet infers
that Mr. Webb is a communist-and I do
not say that it does; people can form
their own conclusions about that-then I
do say that this photograph infers that
Mr. Menzies is a friend of the com-
munists. It says so here most distinctly.

Mr. Graham: Read it!
Mr. ACKCLAND: Then we have a q~ues-

tion which is supposed to be contained
In a certain "Hansard": but though I have
read through all the questions recorded in
that "Hansard," I have failed to find it.

Mr. Graham: Look on page 192.
Mr. ACKLAND: This query was not

asked in the ordinary course of ques-
tions that are put In the House but it
was asked during the course of a speech
by one of the Labour members. That
in itself is misleading, because they know
it Is not a fact.

Mr. May: It is an actual photograph,
is it not?

Mr. ACKLAND: I have here some
Pamphlets and I am niot going to attri-
bute these to the Labour Party as I do
not know who is responsible for them; but
they are two pamphlets which had al-
ready been issued during the elections.
This came from Queenstown in South
Australia and it has this on it-

"Say No-Labour Voter:
Communist Voter-to the
Power Grag."

Say No
Menzies

I say the communists vote Labour, and
I also say that that Is correct. That be-
ing the case, there is no reason in the
world why the hammer and sickle should
not be there.

,Mr. Graham: Who authorised those
pamphlets?

Mr. ACKLANqD: One was authorised by
E. Andrews and the other by E. Robinson.

Mr. Graham: Have they anything to
do with the Labour Party?

Mr. ACKLAND: I never said they did.
I -said the pamphlets were circulated dur-
Ing the election. I would also like to say
that we have a swastika showing Mr.
Menzies looking like Goering and this also
has been sent out to support the "No"
vote.

Mr. Graham: It is not a Labour Party
'Pamphlet.

Mr. ACKLAND: I never said it was,
but the Labour Party is supporting the
"No" vote.

Mr. Graham: You will probably vote
-No" yourself.

Mr. ACKLAND: If it were not for the
hour, I would like to produce other
pamphlets here which reinforce those
which were sent out not by the com-
munists but by the Labour Party, so how
the member for Mount Hawthorn or any-
body else on the other side of th~e House
can stand up and say what we know they
have, I do not know. It is just Political
hypocrisy to complain so bitterly. The
same thing was done in the last Federal
election; they did exactly the same. They
were not nice, either of them. At the last
election they said "No personalities but
this time the gloves are off." Well, we
took the gloves off, so why do they squeal?
If we have done anything wrong, then
they have redress through the court. That
is all I have to say at the present time.

Mr. Graham: Explain that hammer and
sickle first.

Mr. ACKLANqD: At a later date when
the Estimates are brought forward, I shall
have some other matters which I want
to ventilate in this Chamber.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [6.81:
In common with other members I would
like to express my condolences regarding
the death of the late Sir James Mitchell,
and also regarding the deaths of Mr. Tom
Fox and Mr. Harry Shearn, who were
members of this Assembly. When I came
into Parliament Sir James Mitchell was
then Premier and from the very inception
I formed a friendship with him that lasted
till his death. AS a matter of fact, the
last words he said to me in this Chamber
when we entertained him were "I was
glad to see you were returned again."
Over the years, wherever I have met him,
I always experienced a feeling of great
friendship for him. Whenever he came
into my electorate as Premier, I was al-
ways the first man he asked to see. He
was interested in rmy children when they
were tiny tots, and we had a few words
about them when we entertained him re-
cently. Therefore I do feel his passing
very much.

I sat alongside Mr. Tom Fox as a sup-
porter of the Government for a number
of years and I do not think there was
ever any more sincere man than he. He
may not have been a brilliant man but he
was a solid type, with a great interest in
the workers and those on whose behalf he
laboured. His passing was a great loss to
the Labour Party. I was also very friendly
with Mr. Shearn and on many matters,
both Government and Labour, we ex-
pressed our views frankly. Often he came
in my car with me to attend Parliament
and I very often took him home again.
The electorate he represented adjoined
mine and on no occasion had I any differ-
ences of opinion with him. I had a great
personal regard for him; he was a good-
living man and a good family man and he
certainly did credit to this Parliament..
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I There is no doubt that this country of
ours, Australia, and also Western Austra-
lia, which plays so great a part in the
Commonwealth, are confronted with great
difficulties. These, in the main, are
financial because of the fact that, as has
been laid down axiomatically, finance
is Government. That being so, unless the
Commonwealth and the States are finan-
cial, they certainly cannot govern. I fol-
lowed with a great deal of interest the
recent deliberations of the Prime Minis-
ters' Conference, particularly the submis-
sions made by the Premier and Treasurer
on behalf of Western Australia.

One outstanding point that emerged
from that conference was how dependent
we are for our financial aid on the Com-
monwealth. This year we are to get a
little short of £10,000,000. The Premier
asked for £10,000,000 under the reim-
bursemnent grant to the States and we are
to get a little over £9,000,000 towards our
revenue. This Indicated that there would
be an increase of revenue and expenditure
of approximately £3,000,000. It also in-
dicated that we were making a demand
on the Commonwealth for greater assist-
ance than we formerly received.

The Prime Minister made an offer to
the States, and after they had considered
it, they submitted an alternative proposi-
tion. But the Prime Minister said that
if. any more money was to be made avail-
able from the Commonwealth then he
would give consideration to returning
taxation powers to the States; that is, dis-
solving the uniform taxation proposal that
was instituted during the war, whereby
the States have no taxing rights at all at
the present stage. Mr. Menzies indicated
that to the Premiers of the States, and
the statement in the Press was that when
the Premiers heard the Prime Minister's
announcement they beat a very hasty re-
treat and were glad to accept what was
offered. What happened at the Premiers'
Conference indicates to us how dependent
we are on grants from the Commonwealth.
It also indicates that this Parliament has
no say at all in the financial problems of
the Government today.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I had begun to refer
to a matter of great importance to the
State, namely, that of finance. The Pre-
mier has just returned from a Premiers'
Conference and a meeting of the Loan
Council in Canberra and I feel sure every
member will be greatly interested to hear
a full report of the discussions when the
Budget is introduced. To a large extent,
we have to rely upon what we read in
the Press for information as to the diffi-
culties confronting the several States, but
the outstanding conclusion to be drawn
from the discussions on this occasion is
that all the States are dependent upon
receiving grants from the Commonwealth.

It is true that a formula was set up
which, had it been adhered to, would
have - exceeded the amount the Prime
Minister offered to allot. A similar diffi-
culty occurred at the Premiers' Conference
and Loan Council meeting last September
when discussions took place along the samne
lines, An attempt 'was made to get unity
of action on the part of the States be-
cause they were all concerned as to the
amount the Commonwealth would be pre-
pared to allocate. Prom the point of view
of Western Australia, there is no doubt
that the amount of the allocation is of
immense importance. The total sum to
be allocated is just under £120,000,000, and
this State's share will certainly have an
important bearing upon the finances of the
State.

Uniform taxation was introduced duringr
the war years to meet the exigencies of
the times, and while some State Premiers
would urge that these taxing powers should
be returned to the States, I noticed that.
when the Prime Minister cracked the whip
and offered to consider the matter, the,
Premiers retreated from the attitude they
had adopted because they were faring well
under uniform taxation. Doubtless these
matters may be more properly discussed
when the Budget is introduced, and I am
sure members will await with interest to
hear what the Premier has to say.

We shall be equally interested to hear
a report by the Premier on his visit to
the Old Country. He had a sojourn of
four or five months in England. Scotland.
etc., and no doubt enjoyed his trip im-
mnensely, but we shall be interested to
hear of the work he was able to do irn
the interests of the State. Most of the
Premiers who make trips to the Old Coun-
try affirm that such trips are essential
in the interests of their States. I do not
dispute that contention, but I think we
are entitled to receive a full statement of
the matters dealt with by the Premier
and of the benefits likely to accrue to the
State from his visit.

Boon after the Premier's return, I asked
him a question without notice about the
appointment of a Governor to succeed the
late Sir James Mitchell. I asked whether
the appointment had been made on the
recommendation of the Government or
whether the Premier himself arranged
for the appointment. The Premier some-
what curtly replied that representatives
of His Majesty were appointed by His
Majesty with his approval. I do not think
that was quite a satisfactory answer. It
is well known that when a nomination is
made, it is the Government that makes
the recommendation. I should like to
know whether the Government had an op-
portunity to scrutinise the qualifications
of the gentleman appointed or whether the
Premier himself negotiated the appoint-
ment.

I have it in mind that the late Sir James
Mitchell was appointed on the recoin-
mendation. of the then Premier, the late
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Hon. P. Collier. Sir James was defeated
as the member for Northam, and the then
Premier recommended his appointment
and he became Lieut.-Governor. The same
thing applied in the Federal sphere when
Mr. MeKell, an ex-Premier of New South
Wales, was appointed Governor-General.
His appointment was made on the recom-
mendation of the Chifley Labour Govern-
ment. To say that His Majesty made
the recommendation or appointed a Gov-
ernor for Western Australia without refer-
ence to the State, as has been implied, is
not, I should say quite in accordance with
the facts.

In the Federal sphere, the then Prime
Minister, Mr. Scullin appointed the first
Australian as Governor-General-the late
Sir Isaac Isaacs, who for some years had
been a judge of the High Court. As I
have stated, Sir James Mitchell, who had
given years of service to this State, was
appointed representative of the King on
the recommendation of a Labour Premier,
and we know that Sir James carried out
his duties with great distinction to himself
and great advantage to the State. There-
fore it seems that, while it has been the
policy of Labour Governments to appoint
Australians, the policy of the parties oppo-
site seems to be not to appoint Australians
to these high positions.

Mr. Hutchinson: I do not think it is
quite fair to say that we are opposed
to the appointment of Australians. The
appointment of an Englishman helps to
cement the ties of Empire.

Mr. J. HEGNEY* That is the reply that
is usually given, but we have to bear in
mind that there is a different relationship
existing today in that we are now a
member of the British Commonwealth of
Nations. In earlier days, what was known
as the Imperial relationship existed, and
there might then have been something
in the idea of cementing the bonds of
Empire, and all that kind of stuff, but
today the representative of the King In
Australia is a representative of the Aus-
tralian nation. We are part of the British
Commonwealth of Nations. Labour Gov-
ernments have appointed Australians to
this important position, and why not? I
think the member for Fremantle said he
would subscribe to the appointment of
the Premier as Governor or Lieut.-
Governor of the State. I say the same
thing myself. I think be would make a
good Governor, and would add distinction
to the position. He would do his duty
without fear or favour to any party. It
was not for the purpose of having a tilt
at anybody but with the object of hav-
Ing an Australian appointed that I asked
MY question. We have a good precedent,
and it should be followed.

The Minister for Lands: One of these
days you might have the opportunity of
appointing the Premier as Governor.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: With a change of
Government, and if he loses his seat, that
might not be very long. While on the
question of finance, I noticed in the Press
the other day the policy speech isued by
the leader of the Liberal Government in
New Zealand. He is appealing to the
electors for political support at the
election, which is to take place on the
1st September. In this manifesto to the
people, he has promised many things. He
has promised a considerable reduction in
the prices of many commodities, and a
reduction in taxation. That is a sub-
stantial programme to submit to the
electors at this time.

If he can do that, our Government, and
even the Australian Government, should
depute the Prices Minister to pay a visit
to New Zealand to see how a reduction
in prices, in the categories mentioned, can
be achieved, and also a reduction in taxa-
tion. I am certain we would be pleased
to pay the Minister's fare for that Pur-
pose. What strikes me is this: If it is
possible for these things to be done after
the 1st September, why cannot they be
done before that date, and so do the fair
thing to the people? This is just election-
eering. We will all wait with a great deal
of interest to see whether the promises
made in New Zealand can be carried out.

The question of schools is urgent be-
cause we cannot provide sufficient accom-
modation for the children throughout the
State. In my old district. Middle Swan.
there were 13 schools, but the number
has been halved. Nearly all the schools
in my present electorate are badly over-
crowded and need more classroom accom-
modation. The problem of seeing that
the future men and women of this
country get a fair chance in connection
with education, by way of proper facilities.
becomes more pressing every day. The
Bayswater school is seriously overcrowded,
and the position is the same at Rivervale
and Belmont. The member for Canning
knows, judging by the question he asked
without notice tonight, that the people in
his district are concerned at the over-
crowding that exists. I have put a ques-
tion on the Notice Paper this evening to
find out whether an area for a school site
is available in the Rivervale district and,
if so, whether it will be used for primary
school purposes. I am asking this Ques-
tion because the Rivervale, Belmont and
Carlisle schools are overcrowded. The
people in these districts, which are rapidly
increasing in population, are concerned
about the entrance of their children into
the schools in the year 1952 and onwards.

Mr. Marshall: The Belmont school is
being Improved.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. I do not know
what the delay is, as the improvements
were started before I was re-elected to
Parliament. They have been going on
now for nearly two Years.
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Mr. Marshall: Without representation.
I think.

Mr. J1. MEaNEY: I mention these mat-
ters because many parents are appre-
hensive about the difficulties confronting
their children. I know the Minister is
well aware of the urgent need for in-
creased classroom accommodation. The
member for Victoria Park last night put
up a good case for the establishment of
kindergartens. He urged that possibly a
room should be attached to existing
schools for the purpose. I was present at
a meeting to deal with kindergartens In
the Rivervale district, and there was a
goad attendance. The difficulty there is
to get a decent building in which to
carry on kindergarten activities. Those
people are pressing the Government to
provide a kindergarten, but I had to point
out that the Government is not able to
provide classrooms for even children of
school age. Because of the difficulties in
erecting decent buildings and because of
the heavy costs involved, many people
become frustrated in their efforts.

I had to tell the people that this was
the difficulty confronting the Minister for
Education, and that he was unable to
provide sufficient classrooms for children
of school age, let alone build kindergartens
for children of pre-school age. At present,
the people at Rivervale hire the Sal-
vation Army hall for use as a kinder-
garten. At North Belmont there was an
organisation dealing with these matters,
but, because of the difficulties, its activities
had to be discontinued. In some of the
newer tenancy areas the people have that
faith and hope which will move mountains.
and they are anxious to get kindergartens
for their children, but they find they are
up against insuperable difficulties. I
understand the price of building a kin-
dergarten school today is in the vicinity
of £3,000 to £4,000. It is beyond the
capacity of a local committee to rai se
such a sum as that.

During the war when a large propor-
tion of the menfolk were away, many of
the women in the Maylands. Bassendean
and other districts raised substantial
funds in order to be able to build de-
cent clinics and kindergartens for their
children after the cessation of hostilities.
But, owing to the excessive cost of build-
ing today, the sums thus raised would
not now go half as far as they would have
formerly. Whilst the Government has
iii later years increased its support to
kindergartens, I think it should go still
further.

A meeting held in the Bayswater Town
Hall the other evening, and attended by
representatives of areas from the Cause-
way through to Bassendean and Mlidland
Junction, was convened for the purpose
of having something done in the matter
of dredging the Swan River upwards from
the Causeway and also with the idea of
having work done on the embankment

in order to improve and beautify the fore-
shore. The late Mr. Alex McCallum
stimulated activity in the matter of
dredging the river and the building up
of the foreshore during the depression
years.

Local government authorities further
up the river are anxious to have that
work continued now in their own areas.
AUl the major improvements along the
river seem to be made either In Perth
or along the river towards Fremantle
while the more eastern suburbs are ap-
parently neglected. The late Mr. Harry
Shearn and the late Mr. W, D. John-
son took an active interest in this ques-
tion and the member for Guildford-Mid-
land and I have been endeavouring to
carry on the work they started.

Mr. Marshall: Where has the hydraulic
dredge gone?

Mr. J. HEGNEY:, I urged that it be
taken above the Causeway to dredge and
deepen the river as far as Guildford, but
nothing was done about it. The credit
for the initiative in the excellent work
done on the river foreshore. as referred
to by the member for Victoria Park, is
due to the late Mr. McCallum, when he
was Minister for Works. As members
will recall, the Burswood Island filter beds
were alleged to be responsible for the
algae that caused so much trouble in the
river, but the extension of deep sewerage
in the city area made it possible for
Perth to become a modern city. The
trouble is that the work then started was
not continued. When the work was being
done during the depression years, Country
Party members opposed it because they
said it was non-productive.

Mr. Marshall: They showered abuse on
the head of the then Government because
that work was non-productive.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Members must admit
that as Minister for Works the late Mr.
McCallum did a great job for this State
and I would remind the Rouse that he
was responsible for the presentation to
Parliament of our town planning legisla-
tion and, in that way, gave the local
authority an opportunity to plan for the
future of the city.

The other evening the member for West
Perth, the present Lord Mayor, was criti-
cal of the Town Planning Board and Town
Planning Commissioner. I understand
that Mr. Davidson is our first Town Plan-
ning Commissioner and an eminent
authority on town planning said, during
a recent visit to Perth, that he gave great
credit to our local Town Planning Board
and the Commissioner for the fact that
the information made available to him
here was superior to that obtainable in
any other part of Australia. It is very
easy to be critical of the Town Planning
Commissioner because he is allegedly not
active in this or that direction.
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I come -now to a point raised by -the
memberfor Victoria Park, whose electorate
Adjoins my own. 'I refer to the sbuth-bV-
the-river railway. _During his speech I
interjected and said that that proposition
has been talked of for over 50' years.
When I was a lad, the block in West
Midland dn which my home had been
erected, -was, it wat understood, to be
resumed for the puirposes of -a line to go
south -of the river.' That tailwag has
been mooted since I was a tboy, and there
it no doiibt that something should now
be done about it.

During the debate in *this House on the
Bassendean-Welshpool Railway Bill I sug-
'gested to the Government that there was
no connection betweedi that proposed rail-
way and the south-of-the-rliver projedt.
The time 'is -now -opportune for the con-
struction of a railway line south of the
river, which would certainly do away with
'a 'great deal of the congestion in the city.
It has been suggested thit in Perth the
'railway should go under the road or over
the road, but I feel thkt it should be taken
,out of the city altogether. -At one stage
it *as suggested that -the central station
shbuld be removed -to Victotiat -Park or Mt.
Lawley, -but, in view of modetn transport
deivelbpmnents, I feel that a line south of
the river would takfe 'most -of the heavy
traffic to and -from the -seaboard' ahd
, litninate the -necedssty -for -a central
dtation,'thus removing ~a -traffic bottleneck
from the middla of the -city.

Thtn again, during the debate on the
Bassendean-Welshpool ltailway Bill, I
urged that the matter be referred 'to a
Select Committee and pointed out that
Parliament had not suffliicint evidence on
which to come to a faur decision. AS I
then 'said, the committee set up by the
-Government was purely a departmental
body, and I urged the appointment of a
Select Committee before irreparable dam-
!age was done to the district I represent.
-Parliament decided otherwise and accepted
the report of the committee that had been
appointed. The legislation was assented
to towards the end of the session and imu-
mediately afterwards the Belmont Park
Road Board put 'forward an alternative
proposition to which they desired the Gov-
erment to give consideration.

Mr. Griffith: They had it before the Bill
was passed.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: They had an alternative
proposition that they desired the Govern-
ment to consider, and that matter is still
under consideration. Had the Government
appointed the Select Committee for which
I asked, its report would have been
available for members during the pre-
sent session to enable them to come
to a just and reasonable decision.
But that Is not the postion. A number
of protest meetings were held, including
-one in Belmont and another in Bayswater.
Those meetings were held because of the
indecent haste of the passage of the Bill

'thibugh Parliament. The local authorities
of whom I speak did not have the oppor-
tunity to protest effectively in the time
allowed to them. In Bayswater they held
a ptotest meeting on the Thursday night
-the same day the Bill was passed
through Parliament. The people were not
-able to hold the meeting earlier because
there was insufficient time. Mr. Raynor,
one of the Railway Commissioners, at-
tended that meeting and took part in the
discussion after a motion had been moved
that he be heard. A number of people
were concerned and apprehensive about
what was going to take place. Mr. Raynor
"made it quite clear to the meeting, which
'miinbered about 400 people, that fair and
fflvburable consideration would be given
to any reasbnable proposition submitted
to the Commissioners or the Government.

'On beliklf of five residents who lived on
the fringe of the proposed marshalling
yards area, I submitted declarations and
correspondence urging the excision of two
acres from the northern perimeter. My
request was submitted through the Min-
ist er, -and after due examlnation I received
a reply' to the effect that unfortunately
'the froposition couald not be agreed to be-
.cause the area which had been resumed
'for the marshalling yards was the abso-
lute minimum required. That was the
absolute Minimum! Yet Mr. Raynor said,
when he attended a meeting at the Bays-
-water Town Hall, that any reasonable and
-fair proposition would be considered on
-its merits. All I can say Is that the Coin-
misiion was not prepared to consider
anything. -For the information of mem-
-bers I propose to read a reply sent to the
Belmont Park Road Board by the Minister
-for Railways, after a-deputation from that
board had waited on him.

Mr. Griffith: Through the member for
Canning.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes. I will deal with
the hon. member in a minute. This
deputation took place after Christmas and
the member for Canning's interjection
brings me to the point that the two local
authorities who protested at the time were
Bassendean and Bayswater. So far-as the
Belmont Park Road Board is concerned.
it is true that the chairman and the sec-
retary visited Parliament House one after-
*noon, in the company of the member for
Canning, and saw the -aerial photographs
in the library. Evidently, the chairman
of the Belmont Park Road Board-and I
will prove what I say-was of the opinion
that because it was a Government pro-
position the line had to go through Bel-
mont and therefore, so far as his road
board was concerned, it was not opposed
to that step providing there was a devia-
tion of the line. The member for Canning
had indicated that he Was prepared to
support the appointment df a Select Com-
mnittee-
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,Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Yes, I remember
that.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I do not want to be
unfair to the member for Canning.

The Minister for Education: What a
wonderful memory the member for Nor-
tham has tonight!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The member for Can-
ning, when he came into the House, was
prepared to support the appointment of
a Select Committee.

Mr. Grayden: Where did you learn that?

MrA. J. HEGNEY: So -that we can
examine that aspect of the 'proposition.
I intend to quote just what the member
for Canning had to say. Among other
things, towards the end of his speech, and
at p. 2541 of "Hansard," 1950, he said-

The local authorities, in particular
the Belmont Park Road Board, the
one -I chiefly represent, are very con-
cerned over -the reinstatement and
the rearrangement of their roads
-when- the -line -has been constructed.
and -after hearing the arguments of
-various members -on this.Bill I came
into the -ouse -quite-prepared to sup-

- port -a Select Committee.
Mark that!

,Mr. Griffith: What is -wrong with it?
Mr. J. HEGNEY: He continued-

--Since the tea suspension, and just
-prior to the suspension I listened to
the Minister explaining the terms of
Section 96 of the Public Works Act.
1.:had-,Is, 4ook at that-for my~self and
consequent upon doing so I had a
short conference 'with the Minister
for Railways and also with the Min-
ister in this House representing the
Minister for Railways. I-pointed out to
-them that the Belmont Park Road
Hoard was concerned about the re-
arrangement -of its roads and not onlY
that, but that that particular board
considered that, in view of the fact,
that the line was cutting across 22
roads in a very short distance, it had
some alternative plan it could submit to
the Government which, in the opinion
of the board, would not entail the
disarrangement of so many roads.

I am not prepared at any time to
say that my judgment is better than
that of the railway engineers, and I
am sure that those members who have
spoken on this Bill would -not suppose
their judgment better either, but the
Belmont Park Road Board realises
that in the best interests of the State
this railway line has to be constructed.
They also realise-

Mr. 3. Hegney: This one through
Belmont?-

Mr.- Griffith: The one in -the Bill
we are now -discussing.

-Mr. J. Hegney: And they are sais-
fied?

-I would remind 'members that at this
stage the -Belmont Park Road -Board had
-not met and the chairman had taken it
upon himself to say that the road board
was satisfied with this proposition. Up
-to this -stage the board had not discussed
it because no meeting had been called
concerning it.

Mr. Griffith: I wish to rise, Mr.
-Speaker, on a point of personal explana-
tion.

-Mr. Marshall: You cannot interrupt an-
other member's speech!

Mr. SPEAKER: Has any member -any
-objection- - to the member for -Canning
-speaking on a point of personal explana-
,tion? There being no dissentient voice,
leave granted.

Personal Explanation.
Mr. Grifflth It would appear-

'Mr' "pjHgjfl You ca-n speauk on the de-
bate yourself, can you -not?
- Mr !Griffith: I am-going to do so. Be-
fore this thing- travels -too far -1 wish to
-make an --explanation to the House.' It
would appear that the member for.-Middle
Swan -is going to endeavour to.- blame me
for making a statement,.- or placing upon
a record -of my speech in "Hansard-

-- Mr.-'J.1egney- How -do you know what
I am-going -to say?

-Mr. Griffith: -I have already heard what
the hbon. -member said and I have heard
-his -interpretation -when referring to what
I said in "Mansard."

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: This is absurd
at this stage!

-Mr. Griffith: My reference to the
chairman of the Belmont Park Road
Board was that he personally was satis-
fied with the undertaking the Govern-
ment had given on the matter and not
-that he was speaking on behalf of the
road board. I -would counsel the mem-
-ber for Middle Swan to realise that that
'is the truth and that what he is trying
to say is not correct.

lion. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is not a
point of explanation.

-Debate Resume d.
Mr. J. HIEGNEY: If the member for

Canning had waited a few moments I
-would. have -read further on in "Hansard."

J1 do not want to -misconstrue his re-
marks, but I will let members be the
judges of what he had to say.

Mr. Oldfleld: But You *are misconstru-
ing the remarks of the member for Can-
ning about the Belmont Park -Road Board.

-Mr. J., HOGNEY.: Who is?
Mr. Oldfleld: You are.
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Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Bayswater Road
Board does not think so. I realise that
the member for Maylands is a member
of the Easwater Road Board and I also
know that he is out of step with the
board in respect of this proposition: es-
pecially if he thinks he is speaking for
the board. The hon. member will not
deny that. To continue with the extract
from "Hansard"-

Mr. Griffith: If the hon. member
will listen to me, I will inform him.
The Belmont Park Road Board is of
the opinion that the construction of
this line is necessary in the interests
of this State.

That is his statement-that the Belmont
Park Road Board is of the opinion that
this line is necessary in the interests of
the State. My reply is that at that stage
the Belmont Park Road Board had not
discussed the matter as a board for the
simple reason that its members had had
no opportunity of doing so.

Mr. Griffith: They do not tell you every-
thing, apparently.

Mr. Grayden: Do they say that there
should be no such railway?

Mr. J7. HEGNEY: To continue the re-
port-

They are not satisfied, however,
that the best possible route has been
chosen. It was with Section 96 in
my mind that I went to the Minister.
and asked him, and I ask him again
when he is replying, to give this House
an assurance, and a very emphatic
assurance, that the representations
which may or may not be made by the
Belmont Park Road Board, or any
other road board or body, in connec-
tion with the line that this railway
is to take, will be given the utmost
consideration before the construction
of the work is completed.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That assur-
ance need not be of much value.

Mr. Griffith: That is a matter of
opinion. I am quite prepared to accept
the assurance of the Government on
that point. The Premier himself said
that he would not promise that any
deviation would be made but at least
he will undertake, and the Govern-
ment will undertake, to give an assur-
ance to have the matter considered.

Mr. Fox: That need not mean very
much.

Mr. Griffith: I know that will prob-
ably be the attitude of the hon. mem-
ber. but I would like to express my
opinion ..

Mr. Hoar: What is Your objection
to a Select Committee?

Mr. Griffith: I will tell the hon.
member in my own time, if he does
not mind. After these few interrup-
tions I will now endeavour to proceed.
I communicated with the chairman of

the Belmont Park Road Board on this
subject and told him of the Minister's
undertaking, and he said, from a per-
sonal point of view that he was quite
satisfied in view of the fact-

Mr. May: He does not constitute
the whole board.

Mr. Griffith: I expected that ..
And so on. I think that is the relevant
Portion which I have to read in connection
with that point. The Belmont Park Road
Board at that stage evidently had the idea
that if the line could be deviated to some
alternative route through Belmont and
could get the Government to consider and
accept it, they would make the proposition
through the member for Canning. The
Government would be giving nothing
away because In the Act it is pro-
vided that the line can be deviated
a mile either side of the Proposed
route. My view now is that in the dying
hours of the session. Parliament was not
Properly informed on the Welshpool-
Bassendean Railway Bill. Afterwards, a
deputation waited upon the Minister which
was led by the member for Canning and
although, as member for Middle Swan,
I was the other member vitally concerned,
I was Purposely excluded from that depu-
tation and I took strong exception to the
Belmont Park Road Board in its attitude
and I also took strong exception to the
Minister's attitude and as far as the mem-
ber for Canning is concerned, if he had
had any decency whatsoever he would have
indicated to the board that the member
for Middle Swan should have been present
at the deputation.

As to Personal Explanation.

Mr. Griffith: Mr. Speaker, by way of
.a personal explanation-

Several members interjected.
Mr. Griffith: Perhaps I might take a

leaf out of the book of those members on
the other side of the House.

Mr. Speaker: Is this on a point of order?
Mr. Griffith: What I would like to say

is_
Mr. Speaker: Is it the wish of the House

that leave be granted?
Members: No!
Leave not granted.

Debate Resumted.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: What I was saying was
that the member for Canning introduced
the deputation on behalf of the Belmont
Park Road Board, and whilst I am the
member for Middle Swan I am going to
see that all matters affecting my district
are looked after. If this railway deviation
were to take place, a substantial portion
of the line would be laid in the Middle
Swan district. My criticism of the Bel-
mont Park Road Board and the then Min-
ister for Railways was that I had not been
invited to attend the deputation. I would
contrast the actions of the member for
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Canning, with those of the late Mr. Harry
Shekrn. MrW. Shearn was drawn into this
mna tter by the Bayswater Road Board, al-
though the line did not affect his elec-
torate. Portion of the last letter which
lie wrote to me shows his attitude as
dompared with that of the member for
Canning. The letter, under date the 11th
December, 1950, reads-

I have received letters from the
Bayswater Road Board and Whatley
Park Progress Association regarding
further representations to the Govern-
ment in connection with the railway
marshalling proposals, and have re-
plied to both stating that when you
take any action in this matter, I shall
be pleased to lend whatever support is
required.

This letter is merely to advise you
of the letters, and mny replies thereto
for your information.

There is quite a difference between the
attitude of Mr. Shearn and that of the
member for Canning on this matter. I
take strong exception to the Minister for
Railways in receiving a deputation without
the member whb) is vitally concerned being
Present. In that connection-

Mr. Hoar: The member for Canning is
not going to stand that, is he?

Mr. J. H1EGNEY: -1 wrote to the Bel-
mont Park Road Board on the 11th April.
After the first deputation I told the mem-
ber for Canning that I should have been
present. I also told the Minister for
Railways that as it affected Middle Swan
and that as I was the member for that
district, I should have been present. Over
the years quite often there have been
moves to exclude the member for a dis-
trict because of his political colopur. I do
not care what the Political colour of a
member may be. So long it he represents
his* eleicators in a proper manner, he should
receive due courtesy and prooer considera-
tion at the hainds of the Minister and
those whom he represents.

I know how the member for Canning
would feel if a Labour Government was
in power and, he was treated In a manner
sImilai~ to that in which I hav& been
treated. I am sure that if he were ex-
cluded from A de§putation he would feel,
as 3I do tonight-very incensed at the
treatment he received. There Were three
deputations, and after the third one I
wrote this letter under date the 11th April,
1951, to Mr. McGuigan, who is the secre-
tary of the Belmont Park Road Board-

I read a report in "The West Aus-
tralian" newspaper dated April 6th,
1951, Wherein it stated that the Bel-
mont Park Road Board had met the
Minister for htallways for the third
time, to urge the deviation of the
proposed new railway line through
Belmont. The deputations being in-
troduced by the member for Canning,
Mr' A. Griffith, M.L.A.

In view of the fact that practically
the whole length of the proposed
deviation would be in the Middle Swan
district, which I was elected to repre-
sent, I take the strongest possible
exception to the Board having entirely
ignored me In this matter. The
reasons for so doing are best known
to themselves.

The Parliamentary records clearly
indicate my attitude on the Bassen-
dean-Welsbpool Railway Bill, and
what I forecast its effect would be on
the Belmont district.

The railway authorities, having got
the Bill through and passed as an
Act, are not prepared to give anything
away. That is my experience with
them.

I have written to the I-on. C. H.
Simpson, M.L.C.I Minister for Rail-
ways, expressing my resentment at
him having received the deputations
without me having the opportunity to
attend.

It is a time-honoured Parliamentary
principle that the elected member for
a district attends to the affairs of that
district, no matter what his political
colour. The principle was obviously
vitiated in this instance.

When Parliament re-assembles, I
shall endeavour to vindicate this
principle to ensure that it is not
lightly set aside in the future by
Ministers, members or anyone else.

Mr. Graham: Very well spoken.

Mr. J. HEGNEY:- In answer to that the
secretary of the road board replied to me
on the 24th April last as follows:-

Re Bassendean-Welshpool railway
line.

I acknowledge your letter dated 11th
April wherein you take strongest ex-
ception to the Board's action in having
Mr. A. Grifflth, M.L.A., introduce a
deputation from the Board to the Min-
ister for Railways.

I am directed to advise as follows-
(a) The Board cannot agree with

the second paragraph of your letter
as it appears to us that considerably
more than hail the length of the pro-
posed deviation would be in the Can-
ning electorate.

(b,) This proposed railway line passes
through portion of two State elector-
ates and naturally Mr. Griffith and
yourself are both interested in the pro-
j ect.

(c) As explained to you by the writer
on the telephone previously, Mr. Grif-
fith waited on this Board in order to
refute certain charges made at a public
meeting at Bayswater on this subject,
which includes the assertion that both
Mr. Griffith and the Chairman of the
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Board (Mr. F. D. Wilson) were not
acting in the best interests of this
district.

Mr. Griffith's explanation was ac-
cepted by the Board which also agreed
to accept his suggestion that he should
introduce the deputation to the Minis-
ter for Railways on the subject of the
above railway.

The subsequent interviews with Mr.
Simpson were at the suggestion of the
Minister himself.

Of course, having failed to support the
Select Committee, and the Belmont people
being in a spot, the member for Canning
was naturally anxious to get them out of
the difficulty. However, I also wrote to
the Minister for Railways on the 11th
April and the letter reads as follows:-

I read in Friday's issue of "The West
Australian" dated April 6th, 1951, a
report that you had met a deputation
from the Belmont Park Road Board
when they urged a departure from the
proposed location of the new railway
line through Belmont.

The report stated that the member
for Canning, Mr. Arthur Griffith,
M.L.A., introduced the deputation.

In view of the fact that practically
the whole length of the suggested de-
viation would be in the Middle Swan
district, I consider it a distinct de-
flection from the ordinary decencies of
Parliamentary practice for a Minister
to receive a deputation when the
elected representative of that district
was intentionally excluded.

Mfter the first deputation, I in-
formed you, as I did Mr. Griffith, that
I should have been present. Since then
you have received two further deputa-
tions. Therefore you cannot plead
that you did not know I had a right
to be present.

Your reading of the debates on the
Bassendean-Welshpool Railway Bill
would have informed you that I was
vitally concerned with the effect the
new railway route would have on the
Belmont district.

The Belmont Park Road Board, for
reasons best known to themselves, ig-
nored me and used the services of Mr.
Griffith, M.L.A.

I would have no complaint if the
proposal only concerned that part of
the Belmont district which is in the
Canning electorate, but the exact op-
posite is the case.

Quite a number of residents of Bel-
mont have inquired from mue why I
was not present, I had to inform them
I was not invited.

This Is the first time in my 15 years'
Parliamentary experience that such an-
act of discourtesy has been shown to
me, and I Very much resent it.

I am sorry that I have mislaid the Min-
ister's reply but, in effect, he said It was
his practice to receive deputations from
anyone. That is the position dealing with
that aspect of it.

I should like to give members of this
House some more information in connec-
tion with this matter. Certainly the de-
tails are on the file but nobody is per-
mitted to see the file as I understand it
is in the hands of Mr. Brisbane. The
member for Canning and I were asked to
see if we could scrutinise the file, but up
to date we have not had the opportunity.
There were three deputations from the
Belmont Park Road Board in connection
with the deviation of this route. This is
the reply the Minister gave to that road
board. I ask members to bear with me
because I think it is important. The reply
reads as follows:-

On the 29th December, 1950, a Bill
for an Act to authorize the construc-
tion of a railway from Welshpooi to
Bassendean was assented to by His
Excellency -the Governor.

The necessity for the construction
of the Bassendean marshalling yard
and the Welshpool-Bassendean rail-
way to serve this yard was first en-
visaged by the Planning board over
a year ago, working under the direct
control of the Railways Commission.
Subsequently the subject of the re-
organilsation of the railway in the
metropolitan area was discussed at a
high level meeting under the chair-
manship of myself, at which a large
number of senior officers of Govern-
ment departments, the Rt. Hon. the
Lord Mayor, and others were present.
The1 fact that the road hoards con-
cerned were not consulted at this
stage was an essential provision to
ensure that the value of the land and
properties should not be affected
through land speculation which might
have resulted from any inadvertent
disclosure of the Government's inten-
tion as regards planning.

At this meeting, the proposals for
a chord line beween Welshpool and
Bassendean, the development of the
engine shed and the marshalling yards
at Bassendean and the development
of goods yards in the East Perth
area, were unanimously approved.

The Railway Planning Board in the
earlier stages of its investigations
considered a number of alternative
routes for the line between Welshpool
and Bassendean. I:nter alla they con-
sidered the location of the line to the
east as has recently been proposed
by your board. Two major factors.
however, decided the Planning Board
in f avour of a line more to the west,
one being the acquisition at that time
of an additional area by the Com-
monwealth Government for the ex-
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tension of the civil aerodromne and
the other the shorter route obtainable
towards the west. The Commission
approved the western route as the
more suitable for railway purposes
and recommended accordingly,

Subsequently, certain objections
were raised by the Hassendean Road
Board regarding the location of the
marshalling yard, but after full dis-
cussion and certain assurances given
by myself, no further objection was
raised. The first objection to the
location of the Welshpool-Bassendean
railway by your board resulted in a
deputation which waited on me at
10 a.m on Thursday, 11th January
1951. This deputation was led by the
member for Canning, and the pros
and cons of the two routes were dis-
cussed. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways stated that further considera-
tion would be given to; the alternative
route proposed by your board, saying
that if on reconsideration, it pro-
vided a better route than the depart-
mental proposal it would be accepted.
He promised your board's suggestion
would be examined thoroughly and
stated that if it were not accepted, it
would be for very sound reasons.

Later, it was ascertained that your
original proposal passed outside the
one-mile limit of deviation permis-
sible under the Public Works Act, and
it therefore became necessary to con-
sider some modification to ensure that
the Line should fall within this limit.
To this your board agreed, so that
either of the two alternative schemes
would be possible without fresh leg-
islation.

In order to make a fair comparison
between the two routes, the Chief
Civil Engineer of the Railway De-
partment was instructed to prepare
longitudinal sections of the two routes
and have them re-surveyed in greater
detail. This was done, although a
considerable amount of work was in-
volved, and a comparative estimate
of the cost of the two routes was
prepared. Simultaneously your board
made further investigations through
your engineer and presumably pre-
pared certain estimates for the basis
of further discussion.

Once the essential figures of cost,
etc. for comparison of the two routes
had been thoroughly established I
met your road board on several oc-
casions and finally it was decided
to set up a joint committee of officers
of the Railway Department and mem-
bers of your board to discuss the
matter fully with the object of reach-
ing a joint recommendation. As you
are aware, three officers from either
side met together and although no
joint recommendation could be agreed

upon, the views of . both sides were
freely discussed and recorded in the
minutes of which ydu have a copy.
This being the case, it is now neces-
sary to make a final decision in the
matter, more particularly as many
complaints are being received by those
likely to be affected who maintain
tk~at in view of uncertainty, they are
unable to proceed with their plans
for obtaining new blocks of land or
for improving their property. The
matter therefore becomes urgent
especially as land values for com-
pensation purposes can be increased
by claimants if resumption notices
are not issued at an early date.

In considering the argument for
and against the two proposed routes
your board will, I think, agree that
your main objection to the depart-
mental route was on account of the
disturbance to roads within the Bel-
mont area due to the fact that the
proposed line crosses certain roads at
an angle, whereas in the route pro-
posed by your board, some of this
objection is removed. In the earlier
discussions and at all times subse-
quently, it has been made clear that
Government would ensure that the
final road system of the Belmont
area would be efficient and would
give as little inconvenience to your
public as possible. During the course
of investigations, certain modifica-
tions to the road Proposals of the
western route have been made to en-
sure that the disturbance shall be as
little as possible, and that where such
disturbance takes place, adequate
measures would be taken by the Rail-
way Department to provide, at their
own cost, alternative roads and diver-
sions as required. It has also been
accepted that level crossings shall be
avoided and that under or over bridges
shall be provided so as to cause a
minimum of inconvenience to road
users. I can, therefore, give a positive
assurance that all such reasonable
facilities will be provided. An exam-
ination of Plan No. 12096/51 shows in
considerable detail the various roads
that will be traversed by the western
route and indicates that the distur-
bance to existing property holders and
the roads serving their property is
confined more or less to a short sec-
tion between Hardy-rd. and Mathie-
son Avenue. Within this short area
two bridges are being provided and
ample provision is made for ensuring
easy access to the property contained
within the area.

To continue a comparison between
Your Proposed route and that of the
Administration, the main advantage
of the latter route is .that it provides
a more direct and cheaper opera-
tional route, in that it is 57 chains
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shorter and has considerably less cur-
vature. The western route is about
£70,000 cheaper in cost and provides
a simple connection with the Bel-
mont racecourse line, an important
advantage for the future development
of south of the river railway traffic.
Any connection between the board's
eastern route and the Belmont line
would be an unsatisfactory proposi-
tion and would add considerably to
the overall cost.

There is also the possibility that a
connection between the eastern rail-
way and the South-West railway may
be necessary in the future and this
could be provided mare easily at
Whatley than at the point where the
Welshpool-Bassendean line crosses the
Guildford-rd. In fact, it is not cer-
tain that it could be provided at all
at this latter point.

There is also considerable doubt
whether the land which would have
to be resumed from the civil aero-
drome in order to accommodate the
eastern line would be made available
by the Commonwealth authorities, as
it is understood that there would be
serious objection not only to the giv-
ing up of the land but to the prox-
imity of a railway in view of the pro-
jected radar landing equipment in
this area. Should the line be brought
further to the west, outside the area
of Commonwealth land, there would
be serious objection from the State
Housing Commission who are develop-
ing this area for residential purposes.

It. is also believed that the west-
ern route is better located to serve
railway passengers in the Belmont
area. The eastern route passing by
the aerodrome would obviously serve
only a limited area, whereas the west-
ern route, especially in connection
with the Belmont racecourse line,
could in the future tap a very con-
siderable area of housing develop-
ment.

While it is realised that the indus-
trial area shown on the plan is only
in the stage of a proposal, it does
seem that the western line would be
most suitable for serving future in-
dustry, which is unlikely to develop on
the route proposed by your board.

In the earlier stages of discussion
of the Welshpool-Bassendean railway,
considerable emphasis was directed
by the Government to the fact that dis-
turbances to standing property had
been kept to a minimum. The pro-
posal to take the line to the east
would undoubtedly result in greater
resumption of property and would cer-
tainly raise a great deal of protest
from those who would then be af-
fected. Furthermore, expense must
have been involved by a number of

residents affected by the western
route in their efforts to obtain fresh
Property, by their cessation of build-
ing operations and removal of houses
to new areas.

Your board has emphasised the
point that additional mileage and
sonme measure of inconvenience would
be caused to road users due to the
diversion of roads. With the modifi-
cations that have now been made.
the amount of diversion necessary
will be small in comparison with the
added length to the railway route.
resulting in higher operational and
maintenance costs for all time.
Whereas the extra mileage which the
residents of the Belmont area will
have to traverse is very small, the ad-
ditional half-mile of railway routing
will affect the movement of commodi-
ties and Passengers over an infinitely
greater area, so that a comparison of
mileage and inconvenience is really a
State-wide as compared with a local
consideration.

The above sums up the arguments
for and against the routes and will
also. I think, indicate the very con-
siderable measure of investigation and
research that has been undertaken by
the officers of the Railway Depart-
ment, so much so that important
works have had to be put on one side
in order to enable a fair and truly
analytical comparison to be made.
Having considered the matter in great
detail, and with the utmost care, I
regret that it is impossible for me to
agree to your alternative proposal. in
spite of the arguments that your
board have raised and the small
measure of inconvenience that the
line will undoubtedly cause to some
of your public. I must, therefore, give
my final decision in favour of the
original western departmental route.
I feel confident that your board and
the taxpayers of Belmont will realise
within a few years that the railway
line now Proposed is not the intoler-
able inconvenience they may consider
it at present, but will prove to be a
major factor in the development of
the Belmont area.

That was the reply given after the Minis-
ter, the Commissioners and the Belmont
Road Board had been negotiating over
a period of four months. The road board
was not satisfied with that, and replied
to the Minister for Railways, under date
the 21st May. as follows:-

Your letter dated 4th May was be-
fore the last meeting of this board.
After due consideration we, the com-
mittee representing the board on this
matter, were authorised to say-
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A. The board's summary of the
rounds on which our proposal was

rejected, and our comments thereon
as follows:-

1. The estimated additional cost of
£70,000.

This
items:-

total included three main

(a) £50,000 representing capi-
talisation of extra operating
costs on the board's route
(Route "B").

This estimate must be re-
garded as arbitrary and
should be offset by the added
costs to road transport
caused by Route "A" ob-
structions.

We should also like to be
assured that capitalisation of
such costs is the usual prac-
tice of your department.

(b) £20,000 for renewal of Bel-
mont racecourse line bridge.
The department was asked to
investigate, but has not as
yet indicated the justification
for maintaining this small
spur for what would obviously
only be passenger traffic
to the racecourse for seven
months of the year on race
days.

(c) £15,000 difference to construct
the Whatley connection.

After a ground inspection,
we venture the suggestion
that the limited traffic re-
quiring through-routing from
the eastern line to the south-
ern line could be best accom-
modated at the Bassendean
end of the chord line. On
the department's own line
proposal the Whatley connec-
tion is rated at £30,000.

2. That a connection between the
eastern railway and the south-west-
ern railway may be necessary in the
future and that such connection could
be more easily made at Whatley than
at the eastern end of the chord line.
So far as we can ascertain from
"Hansard," the Whatley connection
was not mentioned when the Bill was
submitted to Parliament. In fact, the
Chief Civil Engineer (Mr. McCul-
lough) at the Bassendean protest
meeting stated that the section of
eastern line between Bassendean and
the Belmont spur intersection was to
be removed.

3. The doubt of the Common-
wealth Goverrnent's willingness to
surrender the necessary land.

The responsible Federal Minister
has advised this board that no ap-
proach has been made to his depart-
ment for the release of any airport
reserve land. He stated further that
if the State Government did request
it, the matter would be fully consid-
ered. As Route "B" encroaches only
approximately two chains on to Com-
monwealth property, and in the light
of Hon.' T. White's assurance, the
department's doubts seem hardly it's-
fled.

4. Serious objection by the State
Housing Commission.

It Is generally accepted, following
the debate in Parliament, that the
State Government will rehabilitate
rather than compensate the persons
displaced by resumption and that the
Housing Commission would be respon-
sible for provision of the alternate
housing. Since the Commission's task
in this connection would be lessened
if Route "B" were adopted, it would
be surprising if they did raise serious
objections.

5. Not suitably located to serve
railway passengers in the Belmont
area.

The argument that the chord line
was for passenger traffic was advanced
for the first time In the later stages
of the discussions.

The area on the city side of Route
"B" can be road routed to Perth at
a maximum travel of approximately
five miles against eight miles per rail
on route "A." This traffic is already
being successfully moved by buses and
we cannot agree that the public would
accept rail transport as a substitute.

It is noteworthy that no provision
is made to connect the chord line by
loop to the South-West railway to-
wards the city near Welshpool.

We regard the passenger traffic
argument as an afterthought by de-
partment officials, and a measure Of
their impotence to advance convinc-
Ing defence of their own proposal.

6. Is not the most suitable location
to serve future industrial development:

Route "A" passes through the por-
tions of our district which are rapidly
approaching complete development
and there is a limited area of un-
developed land available for industry.

Route "B" would place the existing
residential areas on the city side;
Provide ample and suitable vacant
land for industry on both sides of the
railway and position the line to ac-
commodate future development to the
South.

7. Would result in greater resumip-
tion of Property and would raise a
great deal of protest from those who
would be affected:

$93
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This 'is not in accord with the facts,
and we are at a loss to unddr~tand
why It is raised . . . . Route "B"
obviously causes less disturbanci and
owners on either route are bound to
obj ect.

8. Expense involved by residents
on department's line, who have ceased
building and removed houses to new
areas:

We are not aware of any structure
being removed from the department's
proposed resumption areas . . .. Build-
ing operations have ceased, but not
because of the board's suggested de-
viation,

9. That Route "A" will cause only
a small measure of inconvenience to
some of our public and will prove a
major factor in the development of
the Belmont area:

The measure of inconvenience would
be other than small on either route,
but certainly greater on Route "A"
more especially when is considered the
all-time obstructions to the free flow
of road traffic serving some thousands
-of people who would otherwise be in
a clear area . . . . The present develop-
ment of the Melville, Canning, Scar-
borough, Bayswater, Fremantle and
Belmont districts (both residential and
industrial) does not indicate that a
railway is a major factor . . .. There
is also significantly, considerable
vacant ground on both sides of the
line from Perth to Fremantle.

B. 1. We are to emphasise the
appreciation of the Board for the
courtesy shown by you personally to
the representatives, from this auth-
ority....

2. The Board, in its consideration,
accepted the Government's statement
that the chord line was essential in
the interests of the State. Our devia-
tion scheme was adopted because
whilst it would obviously not materi-
ally affect State interests, it would
disturb less people and improved
lands; would position the chord line
where it would best serve future de-
velopment and would obviate the per-
mianent obstructions to road transport
created by the department's route.

3. Apart from the item of costs
(which is disputed) the department
has advanced no convincing argu-
ment in rebuttal of our claims and
w~e cannot, therefore, accept your deci-
sion as satisfactory....

C. 1. It is an unwarranted pre-
sumption that the integrity, respon-
sibility or loyalty of the chairmen of
the Bassendean. Bayswater and Bel-
mont Park Road Boards should be
suspect by the Government, or' placed
on a level below that of the many
typists, clerks, draughtsmen, etc., who
must necessarily become possessed of
confidential information....

we- are ednvinced' that had Route
"B" 'be~n submitted before the de-
partment's officers fixed on their plan,
the former proposal would 'have been
acceptable and that the Government
was at fault, therefore. in excluding
the three boards from the early dis-
cussions...

D. The history of railway develop-
ment in this State shows that the in-
terests and the welfare of the people
have, quite properly, been given
greater consideration than the imame-
diate economy of construction or the
future cost of operation ..

A great number of people are affect-
ed by this chord line and the number
will increase with time..

We say that the Belmont Park
district will be injured by the depart-
ment's line which was evidently de-
cided without thorough investigation
in the planning stages. '(The Deputy
Chief Civil Engineer admitted that
the department had not previously
studied Route "B," which was an ob-
vious possibility at any time.)

E. The location of the chord line is
of the highest importance to the board.

The result of the discussions with
you, as Minister, and with depart-
mental officers is not satisfactory..

It is with regret that, as the local
authority, we must recommend the
public meeting called for 28th May
next, to press the Premier to heed our
objections and to appoint an inde-
pendent engineer to investigate both
routes, even if the cost of the inquiry
must be wholly or partly- borne by this
district.

The development of the marshalling
yards and the eastern and western
sections of the chord line should not
be held up during the investigation as
it has been estimated by your depart-
ment that the project will occup~y at
least two years. if materials are avail-
able.

That is the reply which the Belmont
Park Road Board gave to the Minister's
statement. The road board then decided
to call a public meeting in the Belmont
district to discuss the matter. It had
promised the ratepayers at the annual
meeting that it would do this. On the
day on which the meeting was to be held.
the Minister sent another statement, from
the Minister's office, under date the 6th
June, 1951, in rebuttal of what the Bel-
mont Park Road Board had sent. The
Minister's statement was contained in a
letter as follows:-

Further to my letter of the 25th
May, 1951. 1 am now in receipt of
advice from the Railways Commission
respecting the several technical points
raised in your letter of the 22nd
ultimo and, concerning them the fol-
lowing statement is now submitted.

34



t29 August, 1951.1 9

* 2. The references are from the
* statement signed by 'Messrs. F. D.

Wilson, P. J. Faulkner, J. W. S. Paulett
and H. L. McGuigan dated 2 1/5/1951.

"A" 1. (a) The £25,000. represent-
ing the capitalisation of extra operat-
ing costs, is base'd upon 250,000 addi-
tional ton miles of haulage at Is. 5d.
per ton mile. The latter figure is
conservatively low.

In the comparison of two railway
routes, it is apparent that operating
costs must be regarded in the assess-
ment of relative justification.

(b) Under prevailing conditions race
traffic is not profitable, but with
anticipated increase in metropolitan
population, the time will arise, in the
not distant future, when road trans-
port will be Incapable of handling race
and other traffic.

(c) £15,000 of the Whatley con-
nection is common to both routes and
is an alternative to a direct connection
at Bassendean. The balance of
£15,000 represents the cost of connect-
ing the Belmont Branch to the line
proposed by the board.

Such connection is essential if a
passenger service is to be given, in the
future, on this line.

"A" 2. A direct connection can be
provided either at Bassendean or at
Whatley. As will be seen from the
preceding paragraph, the additional
cost of £15,000 is independent of
whichever connection is adopted,

"A" 3. Inquiries reveal that op-
position is to be expected from the
Civil Aviation Department.

"A" 4. There is no doubt that, as
mentioned in paragraph 12 of the
Minister's letter;, if this board's route
was brought further west, serious ob-
jection would be raised by the State
Housing Commission.

"A" 5. The time is rapidly ap-
proaching when road transport will be
incapable of handling the traffic into
and out of the city.

"A" 6, 7 and 8. Are comparatively
minor points, the aerial photo reveals
that the area traversed by route "A"
is nowhere near completely developed.

"A" 9. No railway can be con-
structed without offering some ob-
struction to the free flow of traffic,
but the railway proposal in this case,
Plans to reduce this to a minimum.

Reference to other location disre-
gards the fact mentioned in paragraph
"A" 5 that road traffic ultimately will
be incapable of handling all transport
into and out of the -city.

These mnatters were submitted by the Bel-
mont Park Road Board to a protest meet-
ing, and at that meeting a -resolution was
carried that the Government should be
approached for the purpose of appointing

an independent engineer to inquire into
the merits of bath proposals. The road
board wrote- to the Deputy Premier in this
respect, and also sent a copy of the letter
to the member for Canning and to my-
self. The letter, which was addressed by
the chairman (Mr. R,. H. Selby) to Hon.
A. F. Watts, Deputy Premier, under date
the 29th May, 1951, is as follows,.-

Bassendean-Welshpool railwa~y line:,
You are, no doubt aware that dur-

ing the last several months we saw
the Minister for Railways (Ron. C, H,
Simpson) and petitioned him to agree
to a deviation of this proposed rail-
way through our district.

In a letter dated 4th May, the Min-
ister rejected our proposal and sub-
sequent to our further protest, con-
firmed his decision in a letter dated
25th May.

The details of the board's proposed
deviation and the Minister's replies
were submitted to a public meeting
held here last night.

The following resolution was carried
by those present-

The Deputy Premier be urged to
heed our objections and to appoint
an independent engineer to investi-
gate both routes.
We consider that the reasons ad-

vanced in rejecting our proposal are
not at all satisfactory.

When the Bill to authorise this
railway was before Parliament, the
Leaders of the Government stated that
any reasonable deviation suggested
would be considered. We have re-
ceived no information that our pro-
posal is found to be unreasonable.

0

It is asked that the complete de-
partmental file on the subject of the
chord line be made available to the
members for this district (Messrs. J.
Hegney and A. F. Griffith) and that
you, as Leader of the Government,
should personally hear our case.

Finally the appointment of an in-
dependent engineer is requested, so
that the departmental route and the
board's proposed deviation could be
fully examined by an unbiassed auth-
ority,

This man's findings would be
accepted here and would remove any
doubts in the minds of local people.

Subs2q'.ent to that, the member for Can-
nling and I were deputed to get in touch
with the Deputy Premier, but on the day
when we called to see him he was getting
ready to leave for the Jubilee celebrations.
Three weeks later he received a deputation
from the Belmont Park Road Board and
informed us he would make a recommenda-
tion to the Government. Arising out of
that the Belmont Park- Road Board was
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informed that the proposal to appoint an
independent engineer had been agreed to.
According to information conveyed to me
the other evening, in reply to a question,
I believe the engineer is now examining
this proposal.

members will note that the alternative
proposal of the Belmont Park Road Board
entails, according to the examination by
the Government engineer, 57 chains more
railway than does the Government pro-
position. In the later I have quoted, the
Belmont Park Road Board states defi-
nitely that It would be satisfied if an in-
dependent engineer were appointed. As the
representative of that district, I say that
the question of whether or not the Belmont
Park district is to be damaged by having
a railway constructed through the centre
of it is a matter for decision only by the
Government.

On the evidence there is no doubt that
the proposition submitted by the depart-
mental engineers is sound from the engi-
neering point of view but, on the question
of safeguarding the welfare of the Belmont
district, the matter should be decided by
the Government without being referred to
any engineer. Both the Belmont Park
Road Board and the public generally know
that the Belmont district will be defaced
if this line is constructed diagonally
through the centre of it, as is suggested
under the present proposition. Mr. Mc-
Cullough is a very capable civil engineer,
or he would not hold his present position.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I have nothing at all
against him and I realise that from a rail-
way standpoint he naturally would not
move from the recommendations that he
made to the Government. The Bayswater
Road Board, the member for Guildford-
Midland and I have had some dealings
with Mr. McCullough and know howc
adamant he is and how anxious he was
that the Bill brought down by the Govern-
ment should be passed, but I still say that
from the point of view of the injury that
would be caused to the Belmont district by
the construction of that railway, the mat-
ter must be decided by the Government.

The eminent town planning authority
who visited Perth recently urged the build-
ing of a railway on the south side of the
river as soon as possible, and I am there-
fore more than ever convinced that the
proper place for this line would have been
between Midland Junction and Canning-
ton or Kenwick, or somewhere like that.
It would then pass through more semi-
rural land and would not have the effect
of destroying the eastern metropolitan
suburbs of Belmont, Bassendean and
flayswater, where its construction would
do untold harm in working men's dis-
tricts and would simply mean that many
people who had invested their life sav-
ings in homes--particularly in the Bays-

water district--would find their front
doors overlooking marshalling yards for
the rest of their days.

I state now that if this line is built
through the Middle Swan district, as at
present planned, it will make that elect-
orate a certain Labour seat for all time
to come, because industry will build up
round the railway and railwaymen will
come to live adjoining it. It is obvious,
therefore, that if I spoke only from the
point of view of personal interest. I would
not be submitting this question to Parlia-
ment tonight. I have lived in the eastern
suburbs all my ifIe and have always
taken a great interest in town planning,
even before we had a town planning com-
missioner, In the days when we had
visits from oversea experts who lectured
on the position in different parts of the
world, Speaking from my own knowledge
of the eastern suburbs and on behalf of
the people of those districts, I say that
the railway as at present proposed by the
Government would do considerable harm
to those areas.

There is no doubt that this State must
face up to its transport problems and I
have had many complaints, in the area
I represent, about inadequate public trans-
port. The service operating in the Ingle-
wood, Bedford Park, Bayswater and Bas-
sendean districts was provided by the
Federal Bus Coy. During the war years
the original company was bought out by
another organisation. which carried on
the service. The new owners wished to
change the name of the company but
the Transport Board would not allow it.
Right from the time when they took over
the service, they have failed to give satis-
faction to the people of the Middle Swan
district. Almost immediately they bought
out the original company they wished to
take away the buses serving Bayswater
and Bassendean and run them to North
Cottesloe on Saturday afternoons, thus
making considerable profits and leaving
the people of my area without transport,
but they were not allowed to do that.

When the member for Murchison was
Minister for Transport I introduced to
him a number of deputations in an en-
deavour to deal with the transport prob-
lem. The bus proprietors then used to
put up a plea regarding the difficulty of
obtaining buses and securing sufficient
labour. From the debate on the Estimates
In this House I knew that about 50
trolley-buses had been ordered during the
war years. They were ordered by Mr.
Taylor, then manager of the W.A. Govern-
Menit Tramways and Electricity Supply.
Frequently I have advocated the extension
of trolley-buses along the Quildford-rd.
to Bayswater. However, those trolley-
buses are serving places such as Nedlands
and Wemnbley. Those areas seem to get all
the service while the areas where working-
class people congregate are left to suffer.
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However, since my re-election after a spell
of three years, I have been deluged with
complaints about the service being given
by the Federal Bus Coy. I informed the
persons making the complaints that if
they put the facts in writing, I would
.submit their letters to the Transport
.Board.

From time to time I was in touch with
the Transport Board and the chairman had
the manager of the company before him
on several occasions in an endeavour to
improve the service. Progress associations
were meeting and complaining about the
service and I was receiving letters asking
-me to do something about it. Finally, I
organised several deputations, one of
-which was representative of the progress
associations from Morley Park to Beach-
boro. There were half a dozen people on
that deputation and we met the full com-
plement of the Transport Board. I told
the chairman that he could hear at first
.hand complaints from people who were
experiencing the difficulties of poor trans-
port. By the time these people had
finished telling their stories the board did
.not have an answer, because there was
.no answer to their complaints.

The chairman of the Transport Board
indicated that he would see what could
be done, but at that stage the board was
having difficulty in keeping the company
in existence. Then the Bayswater Road
Board, and the Whatley Park Progress
Association complained and subsequently,
in company with the member for May-
lands, Mr. Qldfield, I took a deputation
to the Minister for Transport and Rail-
ways. The hon. member was also a mem-
ber of the Bayswater Road Board and he
can confirm that what I say about the
service along the Guildford-rd. is quite
true. It is an extremely bad service.

Mr. Oldfield: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Eventually, the Trans-

port Board endeavoured to get an alterna-
tive service and now we have the North
Beach Bus Coy. operating as far as
Bayswater and the Intersuburban Bus
Coy. going to Bassendean. The Tram-
way Department's buses have supplanted
the old Maylands trains and go through
the Bayswater district and beyond. I think
the time has arrived when the Tramway
Department should serve all the northern
district now being serviced by the North
Beach Bus Coy. I understand also that
that company is being subsidised in order
to carry on the service and it would be
much better if the Tramway Department
could take over because then the people
in the districts concerned would be well
catered for. Many men have gone to catch
the morning buses only to find that the
conveyances break down after traversing
a very short distance.

Bosses around the metropolitan area-
even right through to Subiaco-heard the
stories of buses being late so often that

eventually the employees did not bother
to use it as a reason for being late. Al-
though it appeared to be a lame excuse, it
was usually true. It is most important
for men to get to work on time because
many of them, if they do not arrive at
the right hour, are docked pay in lieu of
the time they are late. In many instances
people were charged fares by the Federal
Bus Company even though the buses broke
down shortly after they left the terminus.
As soon as that happened the passengers
had to walk down the road, catch a tram
and pay a further fare.

Therefore, I consider the time has
arrived when revenue from transport
should be put back into our transport sys-
tem. In Melbourne they have a Transport
Trust and we shoul have the same setup
so that we can provide modern up-to-date
buses and so give the people first-rate ser-
Vices. At the moment our people are not
getting that from the bus companies. I
have had complaints from the Belmont
portion of my electorate concerning the
bus service to that district. I have fol-
lowed up those complaints, but the fact
remains that we have to build up our
transport system, modernise it and so give
an efficient service to the people we serve.

When speaking before the tea suspension,
the member for Moore criticised the Labour
Party and said that it was akin to the
Communist Party. Then he went on to
talk about the relationship of the Liberal
and Country League and the Country and
Democratic League. He said that now,
fundamentally, there is little difference
between them except that the Country and
Democratic League is a rural party. He
said that there was an affinity of interest
between the members of the two parties
concerned, but we know from past ex-
perience that many of those who are the
strongest advocates of the Country Party
are good St. George's Terrace farmers and
not the real dinkumn farmers of the back-
country.

The statements he made were not in
conformity with the facts as they exist
in Victoria. in that State, not so many
years ago, the Liberal Party represent-
atives in the Legislative Council refused
to grant Supply to the then Labour Pre-
mier of Victoria. Mr. Cain. The issue was
on the Commonwealth Bank and not on
any State matter. The result was that
Mr. Cain was forced to the country and
Mr. Holiway was elected with an over-
whelming majority and so became the
Liberal Premier of Victoria. It appeared,
at that time, that he would be in the
saddle for some considerable time to come,
but within 12 months he was in difficulties
with his own supporters. They were
wrangling between themselves and the
Government soon got into strife.

Now, we find the position in Victoria
is altogether different. Because of the
wrangling amongst his own party Mr.
Hallway found that stable government
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Was impossible. The Liberal and Country
Parties in that State fell out and the
Liberal Party had insufficient numbers to
carry on. As a result, the Labour Party
agreed to Support the 13 Country Party
members of the Victorian Parliament and
so enable that party to form a Govern-
ment. It Is rather strange, therefore, that
we have a minority Government in Vic-
toria and it is quite obvious that there is
no love lost between the Country and
Liberal Parties in that State. The state-
ment made by the member for Moore
certainly does not conform with the facts
as they exist in Victoria.

There are many other matters that
come to my mind but I will deal with
them when the Estimates are Presented.
However, there is one other matter about
which I wish to protest! This concerns
the Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment Act which we passed last
session. The Protest I want to make is
that on the last day of the session and
in its dying hours we received a confer-
ence managers' report. Together with
other members, I did not receive a COPY
of what had been agreed to by the man-
agers of that conference. The time is long
overdue when all members should be sup-
pied with a copy of the decisions arrived
at by conference managers.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The best thing
would be to do away with the conferences.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I would agree with
that, too. However, the fact is that the
conference met and those present had
advisers to assist them in arriving at the
best possible decision, having regard to
the numerous amendments from an-
other place. However, it is a reflec-
tion on Parliament when those who in-
terpret the law afterwards make such
strictures as they have done with respect
to the Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act. I will now quote the remarks by
Justice Virtue on this particular legisla-
tion. Members should know, when con-
ferences are held, what they are voting
on. At the time this legislation was agreed
to, although it was a case of either re-
jecting or accepting the decision of the
conference managers, members should
have had a copy of what was agreed to
at the conference. This is a newspaper
report of what Mr. Justice Virtue had to
say about the Act-

Judge Says Rent Act Contains
Absurdities.

The recently-amended Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Act was " a
thing of patches, freely interspersed
with incongruities, inconsistencies and
absurdities," said Mr. Justice Virtue
in the Supreme Court yesterday when
giving judgment on a tenancy case
under the Act.

The new subsection on which the
action was based, his Honour said,
was extremely ambiguous and unfor-
tunately-worded and one which called
for immediate clarification by the
Legislature.

"These remarks indeed apply to the
whole of the Act in its present form,"
he said. 'Through repeated amend-
ments, which do not appear to have
been properly correlated with the
original Act, it has become a thing of
patches freely interspersed with in-
congruities. . . This Is a very grave
position with legislation of its extreme
social importance, and I can only
hope that some early and successful
effort will be made by Parliament to
rationalise it and to facilitate the
task of the general public in under-
standing it, and of judges, magistrates
and lawyers in interpreting it."

Mr. Justice Virtue is set up in his position
to interpret Acts of Parliament and in
this case, which was an appeal from the
lower court, they were the strictures that
he had to make on the Act agreed to by
this Parliament. The Bill was passed in
the dying hours of the session when mem-
bers were all in haste to get away, al-
though, in fact, there was really plenty
of time in which to deal with the matter.

Recently, two seats in this Ho6use became
vacant. The electorates concerned are
those of Qascoyne and Boulder. It is a
remarkable thing that the Government
should, under the Electoral Act, postpone
the holding of these elections to the limit
of the maximum time allowed. Its action
in this direction is in contradistinction
to its haste in holding the Maylands by-
election which was conducted in the short-
est possible time. As a matter of fact, it
seems to be the practice of the Govern-
ment, to do these things, because after the
former member for Middle Swan, Mr. W.
Grayden, had resigned to offer himself for
election in the Commonwealth Parliament,
the Middle Swan electors were denied rep-
resentation for nearly six months.

Surely it is a negation of democracy
to deny the people the right to express
themselves through their parliamentary
representative. That is an extremely bad
Practice and Ill becomes the Government.
Under the law as it now stands, names
cannot be added to the roll because a
person has to be resident in the State for
three months before he becomes eligible
to he enrolled. Therefore, there is no
justification for the Government's waiting
until the last possible moment to hold
these two by-elections for the seats of
Qascoyne and Boulder. It might be argued
that because the electorate of Gascoyne
covers a wide area there is reason in the
Government's action, but the same can-
not be said for the Boulder electorate
because that embraces only a small area.
and the elections could have been held
more rapidly.



129 August. 1951.]

I thank members for their patient hear-
in~g. I am sorry I had to read a number
of quotations, but I was anxious to have
them recorded in '!Hansard" for the in-
formation of those who are interested in
the Bassendean-WelShpool railway.

HON. A. H. PANTON (Ljeederville)
19.15]: Like other members, I desire to
add my regrets at the loss of the three
gentlemen who have passed away since this
House last met. I first met Sir James
Mitchell politically in 1919 -and during the
Years that followed I had the good for-
tune to become extremely friendly with
our late Governor. As has already been
said, he was not only a great statesman,
but also a very lovable man; a man of the
people and one whom we could ill afford to
lose.

I was associated with the late member
for Maylands in organisations outside of
Parliament and we got to know one an-
other very well. As a matter of fact, three
days before I left for Melbourne he was
in my home getting some cheques signed
for the Blinded Soldiers' Association of
which he was the Treasurer and I, was a
Trustee, and it was with great regret-it
came as a shock-that I learned of his
death. Of course, I knew the late member
for South Fremantle, Mr. Fox, for many
years, both in the goldmlning industry, in
Fremantle, and in Parliament. It Is un-
fortunate indeed that we have lost all three
of those men. However, such is the whirli-
gig of politics that each time we meet
here we find that someone else has passed
over the Great Divide.

I extend a hearty welcome to the Pre-
mier on his return from the Premiers' Con-
ference. I was rather pleased to see him
attend that conference because I had the
fortune, or misfortune, of attending many
Premiers' Conferences, not as represent-
ing the Premier, but as Minister for Health
and as Minister for Civil Defence. I in-
variably had to wait until the Premiers'
Conference had concluded and with a great
deal of interest I watched the workings of
the Premiers' Conference whilst I was
there. I always felt that the Premiers
of the various States were placed in the
somewhat humiliating position of having
to sit around a table in the order of seni-
ority of the States and listen to what the
Prime Minister of the day had to say.

So far as I have been able to see, it
made little or no difference who was
the Prime Minister presiding. The first
Premiers' Conference I attended was
chaired by the Rt. Hon. Mr. Menzies, the
next one by the late John Curtin, and fol-
lowing him, the late Ben Chiftey. But in
every case they seemed to attend their
conference with a mind already made up-
just as the Premiers had theirs made up,
too-and generally had the last word. Al-
though tbis- perturbed the Premiers, after
having a conference between themselves.
in most cases they had to agree with what
was said. In my opinion, the only thing

that appealed to me in the newspaper
report of the last Premiers' Conference
was that the Premier of Western Australia
said that there should be a reconstruction
of the Commonwealth Constitution. Be-
yond a shadow of doubt, he is correct. I
am certain, and I do not think It is diffi-
cult for anyone who has attended these
conferences to visualise, that we are not
drifting to unification but are being forced
into it.

Ever since uniform taxation came into
force, this State and all the others have
been drifting into unification. I happened
to be in Canberra the day after the late
Mr. Curtin introduced the Uniform Tax
Bill. Mr. Padden, now Sir Arthur, was then
Leader of the Opposition and I happened
to be in the House when he spoke to the
motion for the adjournment of that Bill.
I spent some hours in the House of Repre-
sentatives that night and next day waiting
f or my own conference, and listened to
the debate that took place. I can honestly
say that, irrespective of what party they
belonged to or what State they came from,
we did not have a friend in the Federal
Parliament. One after the other, mem-
bers got up and supported the Bill, and
I must say that I have not often before
heard such insulting speeches.

I went up to the Labour Party room and
told some of the members very plainly
that if ever the State Parliaments were
abolished, they would abolish most of their
own seats. I was asked why. I pointed
out, and I am still of the opinion, that
the average State member of Parliament
can more than hold his own with the
Federal member and that if it comes to
looking for seats for anyone in this State,
I think we are on the job and I think we
will win. But that does not alter the fact
that we are drifting towards unification
every day. I do not blame the Premier
for this and I appreciate his position, but
when the Prime Minister suggested that
the States should take over their taxing
rights, they shied off. I do not blame the
Premier for shying off because there is
not much left to tax in Western Australia
after the Federal Government has done
with it.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: That is worth ela-
borating.

H on. A. H. PANTON: I am not capable
of it and will leave that to the member
for Melville.

The Premier: He has already spoken.
Hon. A. H. PANTON: For which the

Premier says, "Thank heaven!" I think
the Premier should keep hammering at
the necessity for further conventions. I
do not want to see a convention of Pre-
miers and Leaders of the Opposition; I
want to see a convention of people elected
by all the people of Australia, just as they
were elected in the early days of 1899 and
1900. We have had just over 50 years
of Federation. I remember a man like
Alfred Deakin explaining how much it was
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going to Cost Australia. Well, the salaries
of the members of the Federal Parliament
cost more than he surmised at that time.
But we have had two wars and the Federal
Government had to take over more power.
Having taken over this power, it is not
going to relinquish it but is going to take
more and more. Therefore I suggest to
the Premier, with the utmost respect, that
he keeps on hammering for a further con-
vention. Otherwise this State will be
gobbled up for want of money.

If another war breaks out, and we are
told every day that this is likely, it is
obvious that we are not going to get
anything like the money required to
develop this great big State of ours. Al-
though I believe in a national Parliament,
and always have done-I voted for Federa-
tion as soon as I had the opportunity-
I think we should have some method in the
State Parliament whereby this can be done
instead of sending our Premiers to the
Eastern States to suffer the humiliation
of being told how much they are going to
get and that there Is no need to think
of trying to get any more.

I do not know whether State members
have a great deal to do but, to listen to
the -member for Middle Swan, it would
seem that he has plenty to do. I am glad
no railways are to be put through Leeder-
yulle, not for a couple of years, anyhow.
If what I was told the other day is true,
and I believe it has been going on for 12
months, then I think the members of this
Parliament are bigger mugs than I thought
they were. I had occasion to write to the
Repatriation Department, which is a
Federal department. Unfortunately, the
man I wrote about was abnormal. I first
met him In the South African war. and
he was in the 1914-18 war. He has not
all the intelligence and ability we would
like to see in a man.

However, he was in trouble. Hle has been
In trouble for the last 50 years, and he has
always come to me to try to get him out
of it. I dare say this is because he knew
me. I wrote to the Repatriation Depart-
ment and, after waiting several weeks with-
out a reply, I thought it was rather un-
usual. I got in touch with the department
and found that orders had been issued by
the Prime minister of Australia that
inquiries or requests made by a State mem-
ber to a Federal department have got to
be answered through the Federal member
for the district..

Mr. Marshall: That has been going on
for years.

Hon. A. H. FANTON: Then we are
greater mugs than I thought we were. It
is Possibly the first occasion on which I
have had to do this.

Mr. Nimmo: The postal authorities are
just the same.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I think it is time
we made a gigantic protest. Take the
position I find myself in: The representa-

tive of Curtin-that is the Federal district
in which I live-is the Federal Minister,
Mr. Hasluck, and, apart from him, there
are ten Senators representing that same
district. When I was inquiring from the
Repatriation Department, I asked the
officers. what discretionary Powers they
have, whether to send replies to members
of the House of Representatives or share
them between the Senators.

Mr. Graham: It is generally through the
members of the House of Representatives.

Hon. A. fl. PANTON: I know that. I
am trying to tell my story but there are
other members who know all about it.
As I see it. here is an extraordinary posi-
tion. It is the first time I have come
up against it. In the case of the Postal
Department, the member for Warren Cell
me that he does all the spade work in
connection with telephones, etc., and the
Federal member replies as though it were
his decision. it Is a most ridiculous posi-
tion. Here in an electorate like Curtin,
somebody comes to me, irrespective of
whether he is in my electorate or not-
as it happens, this one is in the Claremont
Mental' Home-he knows me and will
naturally come to the person he knows
best, and he probably does not know who
is the Federal representative for the dis-
trict. I would not blame him if he did
not know.

Then that has to go to his Federal mem-
ber, Mr. Hasluck, who o.k.'s it and sends
it to the Minister for Repatriation, Mr.
Cooper. He eventually decides whether
the man shall have his pension returned
or not or what shall be done about him,
sends it back to Mr. Hasluck who in turn
sends it to me, and I have to send it to
the unfortunate man. Then people won-
der why there are so many civil servants
connected with the Commonwealth. What
will happen when 10,000 of them are dis-
missed, I do not know because a Federal
Minister surely has no time for dealing
with a tiddley-wiriking thing like that.
It is a tiddley-winking thing; I doubt
whether he ever sees it. The chances are
that one of the departmental heads o.k.'s
it and sends it along on behalf of Mr.
Cooper.
I wish to enter an emphatic protest

against this sort of thing. As the member
for Wembley Beaches suggested, we should
reciprocate. I have been told-whether
rightly or wrongly I cannot say-that if
a Federal member is in his electorate
and finds something connected with State
business requiring attenition, he goes
straight to the State Minister and tries to
get it fixed. What greater right has a
Federal member to interview a State Min-
ister than we have to interview a Federal
Minister? The State Minister should re-
ciprocate by saying, "This looks like a mat-
ter for the member for Leederville or the
member for East Perth and I shall send
the answer to him and he can forward it
to you."
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I do not know whether anyone has
,experienced that trouble in dealing with
old-age and widow pensioners, but I ven-
ture to say that the average person who
wishes to apply for an old-age pension
or finds himself in trouble, will go to his
-State member as being the only one he
knows, Under this new scheme, the old
People will have to wait until the inquiry
or whatever it is goes to the Federal
Minister and back to the Federal member,
and the chances are that in the meantime
they will have died.

Mr. Bovell: In my experience the
Federal authorities are always co-operative
and considerate.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I admit that the
hon. member has always been lucky. Hav-Ing expressed my dissatisfaction, I con-sider that members should make a noise
about it. Evidently they have sat down
and taken it and that is why the system
has been continued. It was bad enough
with our predecessors, but it looks as If
State members will be pushed out of their
little job and that we shall be getting
into unification quicker than ever. I have
made up my mind that during the time
I occupy a seat in this House, whenever
People come to me on Federal matters, I
shall send them to the Federal member,
and if I can get 10 copies of the letter
made, I shall send one to each of the 10
Senators.

Mr. Graham: Then you will have to get
an increase in your postal allowance.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That will not be
necessary because I could take them to the
Federal members' Room. It is not often
that I have a grizzle to make about Leed-
erville where we are a very happy family.
Perhaps this is not a grizzle exactly but
rather a suggestion regarding transport
alterations. Two buses starting at Stirl-
ing-st. run along James-st. One goes by
way of Charles-st. to North Perth and the
other takes the Fitzgerald -st.-Vincent-st.
route and runs to St. John of God
Hospital. The only way to tell the destina-
tion of those buses is by the lettered sign
on the top.

I have fairly good eyesight for an old
man, I can read most signs, but I venture
to say the average person has to get right
out on to the road to determine the
destination of an approaching bus and at
night time that Is almost impossible. In
James-st., Particularly from Beaufort-St.
and down the other side of William-st.
cars are generally parked, and it is
dangerous for People, whether young or
old, to have to pass outside the line of
motor cars in order to find out whether
the approaching bus is the one they want.

The bus has to pull up and an inquiry
is made as to the destination of the bus,
and if it is not the right one, it goes on
after having stopped for nothing. I sug-
gest to the Minister representing the Min-
ister for Transport that It should not tar

the ingenuity of our engineers to design
numbers, like those on the trains, which
can be readily seen by day or by night,
People soon get to know the destination
indicated by the number and can tell im-
mediately -the tramn comes in sight whether
it is a No. *16 or a No. 17.

Buses from East Perth run along 'Well-
ington-st. and into Cambridge-st. The
Mt. Hawthorn buses turn off at Oxford-st.
while the buses for Wembley Beaches con-
tinue along Cambridge-st. The other
night I was going to the Town Hall in
Cambridge-st. and walked down to that
street to get a bus. Another man and I
were standing at the stopping place and
the first bus to come along was destined
for Mt. Hawthorn, but we were unable to
read the destination sign from where we
were standing on the footpath. The bus
pulled up and I inquired whether it was
going to continue along Cambridge-st.
The conductor replied. "No, this is a Mt.
Hawthorn bus" and did not seem very
pleased about being pulled up.

This d ifficulty of reading the signs is
going to cause a lot of friction if drivers
have to pull up unnecessarily. At first I
thought of suggesting that the buses
should carry coloured lights, as is done in
London, but I have discussed this matter
with drivers and conductors and they have
suggested numbers. Any decent-sized num-
ber on a tram can be seen a long wag off
by day or by night and similar numbers
should be provided on the buses.

The Minister for Education: The United
buses in the Claremont area have num-
bers, so it could be done.

H-on. A. H-. PANTON: I hope that it
will be done. Otherwise, elderly people
wishing to join buses, in James-st. par-
ticularly, run a great risk of meeting with
accidents. I hope that action will be
taken in the matter.

While on the subject of buses, when
any radical alteration is to be made in
transport, the member for the district Is
usually notified. This-is only a matter of
courtesy. While I admit that the Minister
for Transport has always been very
courteous to me, there has been a com-
plete change In the transport from one
end of my electorate to the other of which
I have not been notified. Trains have
been taken off and trolley-buses put on,
and I have not been informed about it
until I have read of it in the newspaier.
People are-apt to say. "You are a nice sort
of member not to know that we are to
have trolley-buses Instead of trains." Of
course. I have to get out of the difficulty
In the best way I can.

To inform the member of such a change
is only a matter of courtesy. Somebody
in the office of the Transport Board has
evidently fallen down on his job because
he could have easily dropped a note to say
that trolley-buses were to be substituted
for train in the district. I make no comn-
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plaint about the change; which is all to
the good, but the member for the district
is entitled to be informed of it.

Last week the member for Blaekwood
spoke on a subject and Proposes to make
'another speech on it, later, and that was
the mixing of lime with superphosphate. I
was rather disappointed to find that the
Minister for Agriculture had rushed into
print to condemn the idea, lock, stack and
barrel. I understand that my worst vice
is gardening-it is a vice because one
spends a lot of money on it-but for the
last 15 or 20 years it was possible to get
plenty of stable or other animal manure.
It is difficult to get animal manure now
and. when one does get it, it is very poor
stuff .

One of the last two lots that I got was
full of couch grass, which makes a nice
lawn but is a nuisance in a flower bed, and
the other introduced eel worm into my
dahlias. Manures will be a problem not
only for wheat growers and these who wish
to establish pastures for sheep, but also
for vegetable growers. We all know of the
enormous price of vegetables and the
scarcity of artificial manures. I get one
bag of super. every two years. and I do not
know just exactly what priority I shall
receive in the future. It is difficult to get
blood and bone, sulphate of ammonia and
the other manures that one wants.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We will send you
some algae.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The hon. member
had better keep his algae in the river or
he will have nothing to talk about. When
a person is carrying out intense garden-
ing, as I try to do, he uses a lot of artificial

manure. The day before yesterday I said
to my grocer, "Can you let me have 101b.
of epsom salts?" "Good God," he said,
"'What is the matter with you?" I said,
"Do you see all the roses out there? Well,
I think roses like a little sulphate of mag-
nesia, so I want to get l01b. of epsom salts."
I think the Minister for Agriculture knows
no more about the mixture of superphos-
phate and lime than I do, and I know very
little apart from 'what the member for
Blackwood has said.

I hope the hon. member will get a Select
Committee to go into the matter, because
it is of vital importance to get as good
manure as we can, and as cheaply as
possible. I am so interested in what he
said that I already have a 50/50 lot of
lime and superphosphate-I will not say
where I got the super.-mixed and
put away. I shall try it out on some
buffalo lawn. I hope the House will not
be so old-fashioned as to say that what
was good enough for our grandfathers is
good enough for us. There are thousands
of tons of limestone in this country that
can be made into good lime. I spent five
Yrears burning lime, so I know something
about it. Irrespective of whether the
wheatgrowers will us~e this 50/50 mixture
6r not, I .hope we will get a Select Corn-

nmittee because I am sure the vegetable
growers in the metropolitan area, and
amateur gardeners like myself, will use a
lot of it.

With regard to the new home for elderly
women, I have a few comments to make.
I congratulate the Minister for Health,
flame Florence, for being fortunate enough
to be in the position to open this gorgeous
home. I have heard of several suggestions
for a name. Much the same thing oc-
curred at "Sunset" when I was Minister
for Health. I asked the old fellows to
pick their own names, and I1 gave a prize
of two guineas for the best one. They
finished up with an aboriginal name, and
"Sunset." I could not pronounce the abo-
riginal name, so I decided on "Sunset."
In view of the fact that the Lotteries Com-
mission built the home, and that Mr. Ken-
neally was wrapped up in it-I remember
his coming to me on more than one oc-
casion when I was in the Ministry and
pointing out that there was nothing to
show that the Lotteries Commission had
built certain places lock, stock and barrel
-X suggest to the Minister, Dame Florence,
that she call it Lotteryville or, preferably.
Kenneallyville. That would be a fine ges-
ture to the man who thought the scheme
out and got it going.

The Premier: I do not like the name
"Lotteryville."

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I do not like it
much myself. It would be a reflection on
the Minister for Health, but there is no-
thing wrong with Kenneallyville. Mr. Ken-
neally initiated the scheme, worked It out,
and looked around for the land. He built
the home and paid for It, or at least his
Commission did. It would be a fine gesture
to Call the place "Kenneallyville" and I
hope that consideration will be given to
the suggestion.

Might I say to the member for Cottesloc
that he should not lose any sleep over a
little bit of criticism by the newspapers.
I tried to tell him today that the first
15 years in the House is the worst. After
he has been here 30 years, as I have, he
will be used to criticism. It might be
interesting for him to know that during
my period here I have been subject rc
many peculiar newspaper criticisms, One
was, perhaps, unique. In past years a
prominent weekly newspaper used to pub-
lish what it called an illustrated photo.
and in 1915 1 appeared in that paper 'with
a big heading, "He is off to the Front.
Would to God we had ten million like
him."

In 1927 the engined rivers went on strike
and I was chairman of the A.LP. Dis-
putes Committee, which had charge of the
matter, and like the rest, I had my say
The same paper came out one morning
with my photograph, and by this time
I had arrived in the Legislative Council
The heading on this occasion was, "Hon
A. H. Panton, M.L.C., should stand foi
'Must Leave Country."' In1915this news-
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Paper wanted ten million Pantons, and
in 1921 it wanted to get rid of the only
Poor cow who was here. That will show
members the inconsistency of newspapers.

However. I am here, and another piece
of advice I want to give to the younger
members-they are practically all absent
from the Chamber at the moment, but
someone might pass it on to them-is to let
them know that there is such a book as
that known as Standing Orders. We would
not have a repetition of what occurred
tonight when the member for Canning
stood up in the midst of a speech to pre-
vent a member from speaking, if he had
read Standing Order No. 139, because he
would find that Standing Order prevents
a member from interrupting a speaker
while he is on his feet. For some unknown
reason, the last thing that young members
look at are the Standing Orders, which
govern the proceedings in the House.

I see the member for Harvey finds he
has a copy of the Standing Orders. I
once heard a Minister of the Crown, many
years ago, say he had never looked inside
Standing Orders. Well, that is a nice
thing for a member of Parliament to say.
That is not much help to you, Mr. Speaker.
Members cannot expect you to look after
them all the time, although You do your
best. I therefore say to young members
that they should read the Standing Orders.
They will find them interesting, as that
volume contains many old-fashioned tradi-tions that have come down to us from the
Mother of Parliaments and have been
of good service to members here. The pre-
vious member for Canning, Mr. Cross, once
said in this House, "I am not going to
say very much, but what I am going to
say will be worth listening to," and I hope
that has been applicable to my remarks
tonight.

I trust the Premier will not shelve the
question of a further convention because,
if he does so, and he stays in his present
position long enough, he will aind himself
in great difficulties, as will also all mem-
bers of State Parliaments. It would be
tar better to have a convention and agree
on certain things than finally to find that
we have the bailiffs in and are completely
controlled by the Federal Government.
That would be a terrible disaster, such
as no member of this Parliament desires
to see.

Ours is a wonderful State which offers
practically unlimited scope for develop-
ment, and it will be with a great deal of
interest after the next Legislative
Assembly election, that I shall sit back and
wait to see what will happen. A few days
ago I said to my wife, "I cannot remember
the time when I did not have a boss. I
have been listening either for the mine
whistle or for the parliamentary bells all
my life, and it will be great to be able
to wake up in the morning, after the next
election, and say. 'I have no longer a boss."'
She looked me in the eye and said, "Surely
you do not expect me to die so soon."

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [9.521: 1 join
with other members in expressing regret
at the passing of our late Governor, Sir
James Mitchell, who did so much and
played such a big part in the pubic life
of this State. Other members have al-
ready dealt fully with his achievements
and I desire only to record my regret at
his passing. I wish also to express my
sorrow at the deaths of the late members
for South Fremantle and lvaylands, both
of whom were well known to all of us and
whose views we respected because they
tried faithfully to represent their constitu-
ents. Even if we disagreed at times with
their views, we could still respect the en-
thusiasm with which they carried out their
parliamentary duties, and the sincerity of
their beliefs.

In Participating in this debate, there is
only one problem to which I wish to refer.
It is the question of salt encroachment in
many of our agricultural districts. Ever
since I have been in this House I have
availed myself of every opportunity to
stress the seriousness of the problem of
salt encroachment. particularly in our
wheatbelt areas. There is little doubt that
this encroachment has become worse In
recent years and I was Pleased that, after
what I considered to be too long a delay,
the Government finally agreed to bring
from outside the State an expert to in-
vestigate the matter.

As members know, it was arranged that
Mr. Pennefather should come here from
the Eastern States and make a detailed
survey, One thing I could not understand
wag the reluctance of the Government to
allow the publication of his report after
the investigation was concluded. I made
a number of representations in the matter
and was told that the report was not in
a form suitable for publication. Pernmis-
sion, apparently, was finally given for the
report to be made public and I congratulate
"The Western Mall" on having published
it in full.

No doubt some members of this House
have read the report in the issue of "The
Western Mail" of the 12th July last. I
think anyone reading that report would
be at a loss to account for the reluctance
of the department to allow its publication.
I found it intensely interesting and I hope
that those members who have not read it
will make a point of securing a copy of
that issue of "The Western Mall" in order
to make a detailed examination of the re-
port. such as I think it deserves. In order
to give members some idea of what T am
talking about, I feel that it is necessary
to read to the House a few extracts from
Mr. Pennefather's report, in the course of
which he states---

It is important to recognise that
good land becomes salted only because
salty ground water approaches the sur-
face long enough to allow the water
to evaporate and the salt to accumu-
late. Control of ground water levels
is the key to the prevention and cure.
if cure is Possible, of salting.
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I think most members are aware that the
salt problem comes within two well-defined
categories. First of all there is the hill-
side seepage which is characteristic of some
of what may be called the inner wheatbelt
districts, which have a somewhat higher
rainfall and where the rain, penetrating
the soil, reaches a comparatively imper-
vious layer along which It seeps, perhaps
collecting some of the natural salt from
the soil, and finally coming out to the
surface where the impervious layer reaches
the surface of the ground.

When that water reaches the surface it
evaporates, leaving a deposit of salt be-
hind it and we then have the characteristic
hillside seepage salt which we see in many
of the inner agricultural districts. In his
report, Mr. Pennefather has something to
say about that hillside seepage, which Is
not uncommon in many parts of Australia
as well as in other parts of the world. The
problem is probably not so serious as that
constituted by the underground water-table
and found more often In the drier parts
of the wheatbelt in the so-called valley
land.

The seepage problem which I have men-
tioned occurs in the somewhat higher rain-
fall areas of the 15- to 20-inch rainfall
belt, whereas the valley water-logging
occurs in the valleys or low-lying stretches
of the forest country so characteristic of
the wheatgrowing areas of this State.
I Propose to read a short extract from
what Mr. Pennefather had to say about
this valley water-logging, and the rise of
the salt water-table in these wheatbelt
valleys, which results in great areas be-
coming entirely useless either for cultiva-
tion, grazing or anything else, while other
considerable areas become Partly useless
because of large patches of salt spreading
through them. He said-

Records indicate that soon after
clearing, the water-table was usually
15 feet to 30 feet deep. Recent test-
well readings in some Parts of the
valley system now show that it is
often between 3 feet and 6 feet to-
wards the end of the dry summer. This
water usually has a composition ap-
proaching that of sea water. The
existing evidence, though scanty,
Points to a general rise in the water-
table over the entire valley system,
and to an impetus to this water-log-
ging and subsequent salting each wet
winter. It is estimated that over
100,000 acres of valley land has al-
ready been salted.

This is a Particularly Important observa-
tion made by Mr. Pennefather.

It seems obvious that if this water-
logging continues the whole of the
valley wheat lands will ultimately be
salted. Once salted it is unlikely that
these heavy soils can be reclaimed
for agricultural purposes. At a con-
servative valuation of £5 an acre it

is apparent that some of the most.
Productive wheat land, worth be-
tween £4000,000 and £5,000,000 will
ultimately be destroyed by salt unless
a solution can be found. This report
will therefore deal mainly with this
urgent problem of valley water-log-
ging.

That is a very important warning from
a very responsible and capable officer who
was brought to this State particularly to
advise on this question. The report is
sufficiently serious to justify the Govern-
ment spending a considerable sumn of
money immediately in carrying out some
of the recommendations which this officer
has made. I believe that his estimate of
acreage is on the conservative side. I
would not be surprised if considerably
more than 100,000 acres have already been
rendered useless in these water-logged
valleys; probably his estimate of the total
acreage of country that could be menaced
by the further spread of salt from the
rising of the salt water-table is an under
estimate rather than an over estimate.
What Mr. Pennefather has had to sa
has entirely confirmed the fears which I
have had about the seriousness of this
particular problem.

In this State we have a very good officer
in Mr. Burvill but I am afraid that I
have disagreed seriously with him because
I thought he treated this particular prob-
lem too lightly. His attention has been
forcibly drawn to the dangers that face
the agricultural areas of this State from
this particular menace. I have attended
meetings with Mr. Burvill where the
problem has been forcefully brought to
his notice. We have seen field investi-
gations carried out which in my opinion
would justify action by the Agricultural
Department long before action has been
taken. However, I do not wish to deal
with what has already passed and I only
hope that Mr. Pennefathers report will
result in greater attention being given to
the question by the Agricultural Depart-
ment in the near future.

Mr. Marshall: Does he give any remedies
In his report?

Mr. PERKINS: Most extensive sugges-
tions appear in the report, but I do not
wish to read them all. I think it would
be much better if members secured a
copy of the report for themselves and
read all of it including the recommenda-
tions that he makes. Obviously, from the
excerpts I have read, members will obtain
only a sketchy knowledge of the problem
and I would prefer that they read the full
report for themselves. I wished merely to
discuss one or two aspects of the problem
because Mr. Pennefather in his report
does not go into details about some of
the remedies that he suggests. However.
the remedies which he does propose are
entirely in line with some of the proposi-
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tions that I and other people who know
the wheatbelt have suggested to the de-
partment on many occasions.

The first thing that strikes me, in re-
gard to this particular matter, is that
salt encroachment has occurred since the
start of settlement in the outer agricultural
areas-that Is, from about 1910 or 1912
onwards. Long before I lived in the wheat-
belt areas the country was still being
cleared but I have been told that at that
time there was little evidence of any ex-
tension of the salt encroachment or of the
salt lake chain. However, in the last 20
or 25 years it has been most noticeable
even to those living in the wheatbelt areas.
One would expect that a gradual en-
croachment would not be as noticeable to
a person living in the area as it would be
to one seeing it after an absence of four
or five years. But even those living in
the districts concerned have noticed this
encroachment and consider it to have
been fairly rapid.

- In any case, this loss of 100,000 acres of
good country has occurred since about
1910 or 1912-probably most of It since
the 1920's. I believe that with the great
amount of clearing of the lighter lands
in the wheatbelt-which Is occurring at
present due to the great demand for agri-
cultural products and the improved prices
available-the flooding problem, or the
water-logging problem in these valleys will
become serious. Obviously most of these
lighter areas are on the higher slopes and
it is inevitable, no matter how careful the
husbandry may be, that at times, due to
heavy rain, there will be a considerable
run-off.

Although, with the natural vegetation
covering this land, there is very little run-_
off. obviously, once that vegetation is
destroyed and the lighter land is placed
under crop, fallowed or cultivated to any
extent, the potential run-off is greatly in-
creased and the water has to go some-
where. If it runs into the valleys, then
we shall have periods when flooding will
be even more serious than it has been
in the Past. Hence the conclusion of Mr.
Pennefather that if something is not done
to solve this problem and clearing coni-
tinues on the higher land, we could reach
the Position when we will lose the whole of
our valuable valley soils.

I take it that people will become
thoroughly concerned before the valley
soils are entirely lost, but I think action
should be taken at this comparatively
early stage to prevent any further loss,
if It can be done. Many people in the
wheatbelt areas, particularly in those
which have been most affected by flood-
ing in wet years. attach a great deal of
importance to schemes for improving the
natural drainage through those areas and
through the natural outlets to the rivers
and on the coast.

Anyone who has a knowledge of the topo-
graphy of the wheatbelt knows that there
is a chain of salt lakes and valleys run-
ning through to the extreme outer areas
and that, in the past, some sort of a
natural river system existed them. What
we see at present is, in effect, the remains
of an old river system. The chain of salt
lakes is at the lowest point of that system
and, in fact, is a natural drainage channel
for our wheatbelt areas. Those who pin
their faith to drainage through that river
system think that If some of the obstruc-
tions, which have been gradually built up
by wind action and by other artificial
means, could be cleared away, we would
re-establish the natural drainage of those
areas similarly to that which existed many
years ago when the rainfall there was
much higher than it Is now.

Various problems are associated with
this question, and unfortunately it is not
easy to get everyone to agree on the
remedy. When I represented the York
electorate, I took a great deal of interest
in this problem, and found a considerable
resistance by settlers living in the Avon
Valley and areas adjacent to it to any
scheme of the nature which Mr. Penne-
father suggested. In effect, they said. "A
lot of water accumulates in the back areas
but why should you send large Quantities
of salt down into the Avon River and cause
problems for us?" I believe that if this
problem is tackled in a proper and sys-
tematic manner, it will actually lessen the
flooding not only in the outer areas to
which Mr. Pennefather has particularly
referred, but also the possible danger of
floods in the Avon Valley itself.

What happens in a wet year is that In
the back areas the natural lake system
could hold a considerable amount of water.
In the early part of the year, the rain
fills those lakes and in years of moderate
rainfall the water never goes any further,
and In the summer it eventually evapor-
ates. However, in very wet years, when
the rainfall continues into the spring, the
lakes, in the early part of the year, are
full and then, because of the very heavy
rain in July and August and the fact that
the lakes are filled to capacity and cannot
hold any more, they flood the surrounding
land and the water eventually forces a
passage through to the Avon Valley. down
the Swan River and eventually to the sea.

In wet years the Avon River and the
Swan River not only have to cope with
the rainfall and the water which they re-
ceive from the watershed adjacent, but
also, in the latter part of the year, when
there are bad floods In the Avon Valley
and along the Swan, they have to carry
off the extra volume of water from the
wheatbelt areas and right back to the
pastoral and mining country.

I believe, if a systematic drainage
scheme could be evolved whereby the flow
of water was freed, starting from the Swan
if necessary and extending back through
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the outer wheatbelt areas, that as soon as
any water ran into the lakes they would
Start flowing and there would be a con-
tinuous flow of water to the coast in the
early Part of the year. If heavy rainfall
was recorded during July and August, that
lake system would be available to hold the
accumulated volume of water and would
have the effect over a longer period, of
evening up the flow through to the coast.
That has some references to the flooding
and to the cause of the problems in the
inner agricultural districts.

The point about which I am Particu-
larly concerned is that, if such a drainage
scheme is feasible, it will have the effect
of preventing in those wet years the accu-
'mulation of water in the lakes and then,
in the latter part of the winter, if we do
have further heavy rain, the lakes, being
unable to hold any more water. may cause
the flooding of the surrounding country.
The opinion in the wheatbelt areas is that
the real damage from the raising of the
water-table occurs in the high rainfall
years when the lakes contain all the water
that they can hold. As a result of the
further heavy rain, flooding occurs, be-
cause although a certain amount of it goes
to the coast simultaneously there is a
spreading of water to the surrounding
country.

In his report Mr. Pennefather has quite
a lot to say and I hope members of this
House will pay attention to his comments.
A great many people take a lot of interest
.mn this question, and many farmers are
trying to do something about it. There
are various local drainage schemes being
carried out with the co-operation of road
boards, but I would stress that they are
not the full solution. The Government
must treat this problem as a whole because
obviously if too many people start drainage
schemes of their own, they may get rid
of their own flooding problem but merely
pass it on to someone else further down
the river system. I fear that if action
is long delayed, In the next series of wet
Years we will see a considerable increase
in the extent of good agricultural country
affected by salt.

I know of cases where farmers have lost
300 to 350 acres of 1,000-acre blocks situ-
ated in the valley flats, and where, by very
careful and good husbandry, they have
been able to recover that ground. They
-have provided good local drainage schemes
and have been able to recover almost all
that country which has been menaced by
salt. But there is a limit to the en-
thusiasmn displayed by farmers and if in
a series of wet years the work that has
been done over a period of dry years--
when it has been possible to recover some
of the country destroyed by salt-is to be
rendered futile, sooner or later such people
twill lose heart, and we will have more
country that will become entirely useless.

Instances 'can be quoted where 1,000-
acre blocks originally thrown open by the
Lands Department and classed as 100 per
cent, first class forest lands have now only
300 acres that are not salted. It is a very
serious position indeed. In this House I
have talked on this question on many pre-
vious occasions. I feel very much fortified
at the present time however, by the fact
that the Government saw fit to bring an
expert from another State, and he has
produced a report which has entirely con-
firmed the fears of those people who have
been pressing the Department of Agri-
culture to take drastic action to at least
investigate that particular problem.

I only hope now that the recommenda-
tions which Mr. Pennefather has made
will be very carefully considered by the
Government and that before long we shall
see some sign of action. Mr. Pennefather
has suggested that at least a start should
be made with some valleys. While I
understand the department has under-
taken some investigations I would like to
.see them speeded up. As members well
know. I have lost no opportunity since I
have been in this House of pressing fox
the improvement of our transport ser-
vices to our agricultural and farming
areas generally. I have no doubt the
member for Murchison will remembex
vividly, when he was Minister for Rail-
ways, the proposals which were forcibly
pressed on him for the start of the bue
service to Narembeen.

Mr. Marshall: Surely you have got that
before now.

Mr. PERKINS: I1 am very glad we have
got it. When he was Minister for Rail-
ways the member for Murchison was very
co-operative indeed.

The Minister for Lands: He is alwayz
very co-operative.

Mr. PERKINS: If it had been within
his power at the time I think he would
have brought it into actual operation very
much sooner. I obtained the latest figurei
in regard to the operation of this bu5,
service so that at least the House would
know that the proposals for which some
of us were pressing very strenuously al
that time, were well justified. The ser-
vice has been remarkably successful; sc
successful indeed that the officers of the
road bus section of the Railway Depart-
ment have informed me that it is the
most profitable service they run. That
does not bar the South-West service
either.

Mr. Hoar: Cut it out!
Mr. PERKINS: This is the most pro-

fitable service they run. F'or the year
ended the 30th June last, the Narembeen,
Hyden, York and Narrogin services have
been grouped together and the net profit
on the operation of those services-al-
lowinig for all working expenses, all over-
head expenses including full Interest or
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the' capital invested-was £4,946. The
Profit for the four weeks to the 30th June
last on the same basis was £417. I think
that must be a very good result indeed,
and it is especially pleasing at a time
when it is something of a rarity to hear
of any Government service of any sort
paying its way, much less showing such
a substantial profit as those particular
services are doing. It is very gratifying
to me.

Mr. Hoar: It makes you almost believe
in socialism!

Mr. PERKINS: I do not say that a
good private bus company running that
service might not have done at least as
well. However, I do congratulate the of-
ficers of the Railway Devpartment who
run these services and I know their ef-
forts are appreciated by the travelling
public. Those in control as well as the
operators of the buses themselves give a
very efficient and courteous service, and
I think the service Is as good as will be
found anywhere else in Australia.

I only hope the efficiency with which
the services have been, conducted in the
past will be maintained in the future. It
is very encouraging indeed that it has
been possible to Improve the services to
the public over so much of our outer
agricultural country. For the informa-
tion of members, at the present time we
have services running to Narembeen,
Ryden and to Pingaring, and I have the
assurance of the officers of that section
of the Railway Department that as soon
as the roads are fit that particular ser-
vice will be extended right through Lake
Varley.

There is also a service twice a week
through Wagin and Lake Grace to Hope-
twin. When I received the figures from
ther department within the last few days.
I- was given to understand that the loading
had been so heavy on that service that
relief buses have been running almost
every trip. The result is that it is not
only profitable for the Government , but
a very much improved service is being
given, to the people living in those more
distant areas.

Another advantage is that it has had
the effect of releasing a certain amount of
engine tractive power to handle heavy
goods traffic instead of putting so much
of it on the roads. I hope that this
policy can be continued because, if the
Railway Department cannot handle all the
freight offering to it, the distribution of
traffic between road and rail should be
made on a rational basis, and I cannot see
that it is beinig done on a rational basis
if the light traffic is put on the railway and
the heavy traffic on the road.

W& heard the Leader of the Opposition
talking about the problems being created
by the wheat trucks Particularly on the
Great Eastern Highway. I agree that the
ptoblem is severe indeed and that the

damflge being done to our country roads
is causing everybody great concern. I
consider that the release of engine power
to handle heavy goods traffic by carting
light goods plus passengers by road trans-
port is preferable to trying to run
unprofitable passenger or mixed trains.
The extension of the bus services has had
the effect of putting the light traffic on
the roads and releasing loco, power to
handle the heavy traffic on the railway.
I believe that this should bring about an
improvement in railway finance. The rate
for the hauling of wheat, superphosphate
and other commodities has been raised
very considerably.

Mr. Styants: It Is not a payable rate
now.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know how the
hon. member arrives at that conclusion,
but I suggest that if he makes a more
detailed investigation into the cost of haul-
ing various classes of traffic, he may alter
his opinion. However, that is a question
on which there is some division of opinion.
The point I wished to make is that these
road services have proved very helpful for
the areas of the State in which I am
particularly interested as well as being
profitable to the Government. I only hope
that the same courteous and efficient ser-
vice will be maintained by the department
and I congratulate all concerned on the
service they have been able to give.

MR. GRIFFITH (Canning) (10-353, In
common with other members who have
spoken on this motion, I should like to join
in the expression of sympathy regarding the
death of our former Governor, Sir James
Mitchell, and also to express regret at the
death of the two members in recent
months. Not having been a member of
Parliament for long, I did not know Sir
James as intimately as senior members
did, but his name bad become aL watch-
word in Western Australia and everybody
knew him. In the brief space I occupied
a seat in the House before the member
for Maylands, Mr. Shearn, and the mem-
ber for South Premantle, Mr. Fox, passed
away, I learned to appreciate them for
their ability politically and for the kindly
advice they tendered to me.

I wish to deal with one or two matters
concerning my electorate and other mat-
ters affecting people in certain parts of
the State, and also to refer to the speech
made this evening by the member for
Middle Swan.

Mr. Graham: Ha, ha!
Mr. GRIFFTH: In view of the "ha, ha!"

from the member for East Perth, I might
try to include him.

Mr. Graham: I shall try to keep awake.
Mr. GRIFFITH: I know that the hon.

member spends a lot of time in sleep, but
he cannot blame me for that. The matter
of education has been mentioned, and I
should like to register my approval of and
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satisfaction at the manner in which the
department is attending generally to edu-
cational facilities in may electorate. As the
Minister is aware, I make very many de-
mands upon him and his department, but
this is due to the fact that the Canning
area is a fast-growing one.

Last year when speaking on the Address-
in-reply, I devoted some time to the sub-
ject of the Canning drainage scheme, one
that is near and dear to my heart because
of the necessity for the scheme, and I am
grateful that my request did not fall upon
deaf ears. The Minister has implemented
quite a lot of the suggestions and requests
I made to him. I asked him to proceed as
quickly as possible with a comprehensive
survey of a drainage scheme for the whole
of the Canning area, and I am now in-
formed that this comprehensive survey
has been completed.

The estimate of cost to complete the job
is in the vicinity of £260,000, which is a
great deal of money. Where the money
will come from to carry out a. scheme of
that magnitude, only the Treasurer would
know. I understand from the Minister for
Works that the matter has reached the
stage where he is prepared and able to
put something up to the Government and
ask for its direction. I trust that the
Government.will give approval to a scheme
of this nature because, as time goes by
and the building rate in the area affected
increases, so correspondingly the need and
the expense will become greater.

Another matter which comes under the
control of the Minister for Works is that
of the Riverton water supply. I stress this
matter now and have done so strongly in
correspondence to the Minister on many
occasions. I know that he is entirely sym-
pathetic and realises that a water supply
is an urgent necessity for the people of
the district. August has nearly gone and
it will not be long before summer is upon
us. It will not be long either before the
people of Riverton will be carting water,
unless something can be done for them.
I know that there are difficulties in the
way as regards the lack of supply of men
and materials, but I would urge the Min-
ister to try to put through the Riverton
water supply scheme so that in the ap-
proaching summer the needs of residents
will be met.

A subject which is causing me a great
deal of concern is the administration of
the War Service Homes Act. I realise
that this is a Federal matter and beyond
the control of the States. I would, how-
ever, ask that the Premier urge upon the
Commonwealth the desirability of an in-
crease in the permissible amount of
advance for first mortgages under the Act.
At present the Act provides for a maxi-
mum of up to £2,000. I am sure the Gov-
ernment will realise that the Act is now
fast losing its value and will do so entirely
unless something is done to increase the
amount of the advance.

As its title suggests, the Act was imple-
mented for the purpose of giving assistance
to returned soldiers; but, because of the
increase in the cost of building, it is not a
satisfactory scheme for any returned
soldier to participate in, because he
does not possess the requisite deposit.
If a house costs £3,000 to build, he has
to have in his pocket the sum of £1,000.
Unfortunately, very few of us possess
that amount of money, and conse-
qluently the possibility of any returned
soldier taking advantage of the provisions
of the Act Is very remote. My suggestion
is that the matter be taken up with the
Commonwealth Government with a view
to having a substantial increase made In
the permissible amount. I know the R.S.L.
is working strongly in support of this move
and I want to give that Organisation all
the help I can.

Mr. Hutchinson: In the case you have
mentioned, would not the deposit be
£1,200?

Mr. GRIFFITH: Yes, that is quite cor-
rect. What I neglected to say was that
the Act provides that the returned soldier
shall have at least a 10 per cent. deposit.
The other night I asked the Minister for
Housing a question regarding an article
which had appeared in the "Sunday Times"
concerning a further allocation of cement
that had been made to the dairying indus-
try. I do not want it to be thought for a
moment that I do not agree entirely that
such an allocation should have been made.
However, the Minister will recall that a
short time ago I led a deputation to him
on behalf of the Poultry Farmers' Associa-
tion which asked that the poultry industry
be treated in somewhat the same manner
as the dairying industry. Unfortunately
up to date I have received a negative reply.

I want the Minister to appreciate, and
I amn sure he does, that poultry farming
in this State is very important. That in-
dustry has recently entered into negotia-
tions with and has accepted obligations to
the British Government to increase pro-
duction in order to provide the British
people with a greater supply Of its com-
modities. Poultry farmers, however, are
handicapped because they cannot get
materials with which to increase their
building operations. Not only do they need
cement for maintenance, but they also
need other supplies such as piping, as-
bestos and galvanised iron.

Mr. J. Hegney: H-ow long have they to
wait for wire netting?

Mr. GRIFFITH: That is another require-
ment they need, but I cannot say how
long they have to wait.

Mr. J. Hegney: Five years.
Mr. GRIFFITH: It depends upon the

availability of supplies. These commodi-
ties are important to the industry not only
from the point of view of maintenance, but
from the point of view of establishing fur-
ther buildings in order that flocks may be
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increased and more eggs produced. I
appeal to the Minister for Housing again
to ask the Housing Commission to recon-
sider this matter and have an allocation
of cement made to the poultry industry. I
suggest it could be done on the same
lines that arrangements have been entered
into with the dairying industry.

Yesterday afternoon I asked the Minis-
ter for Housing whether or not he knew
of the plight of some 25 families in the
Carlisle area who had been given notice
of eviction by the Perth City Council. The
Minister said be would inquire into this
matter, and I am sure he will. But I
notice that the Lord Mayor, the member
for West Perth, who unfortunately is not
here at the moment, has lost no time in
writing to the Press on the matter. I would
like to read to the House what the Lord
Mayor and the Perth City Council think
about it and then express my opinion. The
article I have here is taken from the "Daily
News" of today. It carries in big type the
headline-

"Perth Will Have No Shanty Towns."
The article reads as follows:-

Lord Mayor Totterdell said today
that the City Council would not allow
the creation of shanty towns within
the city boundaries. It had rejected
a request by Health Minister, Dame
Florence Cardell-Oliver, for a caravan
area within the city boundaries.

In conformity with its stand, the
Council had also caused 25 eviction
notices to be served In the Carlisle dis-
trict on people living in caravans and
shanties. These were within the city's
boundaries.

Mr. Totterdell said it was very
dangerous for any local authority to
grant permits for caravan parking, or
the erection of shanties, within its
boundaries. There was no -knowing
how long they would be there.

Asked if an application were made
for permission to park a caravan or
erect a temporary home for a fixed
period of say, three or six months,
would that alter the case, he said: "It
might be considered."

To say the least, I am surprised at the
attitude of the Lord Mayor, and if he were
here I1 would ask him whether he has taken
the trouble to have a look at these shanties
that he speaks of. I have seen them.

Mr. Marshall: Where are they?

Mr. GRIFFITH: In the main, in the
Carlisle area between Oats-st. and Roberts-
st. Some are in the district of the mem-
ber for Middle Swan. I have personally
lived under worse conditions than some
of these people are experiencing, although
I will admit that it was while I was
in uniform.

Mr. Marshall: How are the sanitary
arrangements and water suppies?

[21]

Mr. GRIFFITH: The Health Act pro-
vides that a man may live in temporary
accommodation Provided he his three or
four essentials-sanitary conveniences, a
wash-house and a rubbish bin.

Mr. J. Hegney: The City Council is too
hard altogether.

Mr. GRIFFITH;. The point I stress Is
that every man I went to see-and some
25 famlles communicated with me-told mue
he had received notice of eviction from
the Perth City Council. and each one was
attempting in some way to build his
own house. The man I am most interested
in is the fellow who wants to help himself.-
For the benefit of the member for West
Perth, I will say that if he had taken
the trouble to see for himself idie condi-
tions under which these people were living,
not in every case but in most, he would
have found they were quite creditable. They
are trying to do something for themselves.
They fear that the eviction orders will
be proceeded with.

Mr. Lawrence; The Government will give
them new homes. It has promised new
homes to evicted people.

Mr. GRIFFITH;, I expected an attempt
would be made from the other side to make
some capital out of this, but I am genuinely
trying to help these people to assist them-
selves.

Mr. Brady: One person who is helping
to put them out is a member on your side
of the House.

Mr. GRIFFITH: If the member for West
Perth inspected these temporary dwellings
he would see that the people were not
living under conditions as bad, perhaps.
as he thinks. Some of the conditions are,
of course, better than others, but surely
the Perth City Council will appreciate that
where a man is building a self-help house
the progress is naturally slow. A man
working five days a week can only put in
the week-ends on his house.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Can these people
get any bricks?

Mr. GRIFFITH: The hon. member has
just re-entered the House. He is new to
add spice to my argument.

Mr. Totterdell: Is it an argument? It
takes two to make an argument.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I could argue with the
member for West Perth on this matter,
but I do not wish to. I want to point out
to him that these people are trying to
help themselves, and I ask the Perth City
Council to be as helpful to them as pos-
sible, because progress on a self-help house
is naturally slow.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: As the member for
Fremantle said, because they cannot get
bricks.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Some are not build-
Ing brick houses, but timber-framed houses.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They have to get
bricks for the chimineys.
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Mr. GRIFFITH: I ask that considera-
tion be given to these people. I do not
blame the Perth City Council for taking
action where it is warranted, but the tem-
porary living conditions of most of these
people are not as bad as has been sug-
gested. I propose to help them as much
as I can to get their houses completed.

Mr. Graham: Do you think the Govern-
ment should have an overriding power in
regard to local governing bodies?

Mr. GRIF7ITH: That was the subject
of the hon. member's Bill last Year. I do
not want to discuss it tonight. I wish now
to refer to something that was said by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn when he
addressed the House last week. He referred
to an extract from Federal "Hansard" con-
cerning the Prime Minister of Australia,
Mr. Menzies. I know Mr. Menzies is well
capable'of defending himself-

Mr. Graham: He needs some help.
Mr. GRIFFITH: -but it would be ad-

vantageous for us to realise that it is
easy to misconstrue certain words. I also
found that out from the member f or Middle
Swan.

Mr. Hoar: You found it out from the
member for Moore tonight, too.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Have you heard
what Menzies said was the right way to
deal with communists?

Mr. *GRIFFITH: The member for Mt.
Hawthorn read from page 246 of the Fed-
eral "Hansard," Volume 191 for 1947
where Mr. Menzies is reported to have
sad-

One reason why I have repeatedly
expressed the view that these people
should be dealt with in the open is
that I have complete confidence in
the basic sanity of our own people.
If we deal with these people openly
we shall defeat them; but we cannot
deal with them openly unless their
operations~ are known, unless they
themselves are known.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn, as mem-
bers will recall, was trying to establish
from that statement that Mr. Menzies was
against the banning of the Communist
Party at that time. I want to correct
that impression, because it is entirely un-
true. It is easy to pick out a section in
a publication, and read it, without reading
all of it, and thus give an entirely wrong
idea of what took place.

Hon. J1. B. Sleemnan: Do you deny he
said what the member for Mt. Hawthorn
said?

Mr. GRIFTH: The hon. member has
me mixed up with his "saids I" I am deal-
ig with the point that the member for

Mt. Hawthorn made. Mr. Menzies, at this
time, was speaking to a motion that had
been moved, that a committee should be
appointed to inquire into the activities of
the Communist Party, and this is what
he said-

What was put before the House by
the hon. member for Fawkner was an
expression of desire that there should
be, not necessarily a royal commission,
but a public inquiry into the activities
of the Communist Party. What the
hon. member was aiming at was that
those things which are now hidden by
the Communist Party should be
brought to light, so that the people
of Australia, and not merely our se-
curity officers, could know what the
communists are doing, and in what
disguises they work. The truth about
the Communist Party in Australia is
that its work assumes many forms.
Not all communists are to be found
just openly conducting themselves as
members of the Australian Communist
Party. You find them in the Eureka
Youth League, in all sorts of appar-
ently simple, honest, above-board
civic movements, and It is because
of their faculty for working under
cover that they manage to bring into
association with themselves so many
highly respected people who would.
if you put it to them plainly, be hor-
rified to be told that they were helping
communist activities.

Then came the section referred by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn. Mr. Menzies
said-

I should like to know, and the Aus-
tralian people would like to know,
who organises them; what Is the ex-
tent of the organisation; what is the
association between one of those things
and the next? We cannot dis-
cover that merely by being as-
sured that this is in the hands
of the officers of the Security Ser-
vice who are competent men. I say
nothing against the security officers.
but what they lock up in their bosoms
will never answer the queries which
the people are entitled to make and
have answered.

It is quite clear that Mr. Menzies was not
opposing the banning of the Communist
Party when he made that speech. That
is all I wished to correct in the speech
of the member for Mt. Hawthorn.

I will deal next with the member for
Middle Swan, who spent some two hours
this evening discussing, in particular, cer-
tain aspects of the Welshpool-Bassendean
chord line. In the course of his speech
he made certain statements concerning me
and my attitude in this matter. Some of
the things he said were not altogether in
accordance with fact, and it is in that
connection that I desire now to put him
on the right track. Whatever he hoped
to achieve by his long speech is still be-
yond me and, I think, beyond most mem-
bers of the House. Probably the member
for Middle Swan is the only person who
really knows what he hoped to achieve.

It is true that the Belmont Park Road
Board asked me to introduce certain depu-
tations to the Minister for Railways, and
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if the member for Middle Swan feels that
he has been neglected by me in any way,
I can assure him it will not occur again.
I was, and am still, of the opinion that
the Belmont Park Road Board asked me
to take these deputations to the Minister
for Transport because, as has been ex-
Pressed by that road board in its letters
to the member for Middle Swan, the major
Part of the chord line lies in my electorate.
The fact was that they chose to ask me
to introduce the deputations and left the
miember for Middle Swan out of It, and I
see no reason at all why he should there-
fore resort to using certain expressions
and tell me that I have no common
decency.

Mr. J. Regney: They thought they
would get more from the Government be-
cause you were a supporter of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I am not in the least
interested in that aspect of the matter
but am purely and simply trying to point
out to the hon. member that I do not
think he had any provocation or any
right to tell me that I lacked common
decency. I have taken the trouble to con-
sult the dictionary and discover what
the word "decency" means, and I will now
tell the member for Middle Swan, who
apparently does not know its meaning.
Had he known the meaning of the word,
I do not think he would have used the
expression. "Decency" means, becoming;
having charact~r or show that gains gen-
eral approval; suitable as to words, be-
haviour, dress and ceremony; seemingly
decorous: free from immodesty; moderate;
tolerable; passable and respectable. I am
sure even the member for Middle Swan
will agree that I come within the meaning
of at least some of those expressions.

Mr. Cornell: It sounds like a discussion
on "Clutterbuck."

Mr. GRIFITH: It would be a great
pity if the member for Mt. Marshall ever
lost his seat, because we would then lose
the funny man of the House to whom the
member for Cottesloe referred, and that
would be most unfortunate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GflRFFITH: I take strong objection
to the manner In which the member for
Middle Swan expressed his sentiments In
this matter, and I feel that when he seeks
to criticise another member respecting
that for which he is not responsible, he
would be well advised to withhold state-
ments such as I have mentioned. I desire
to point out that the Belmont Park Road
Board did not ask any member of the
Upper House to attend the deputation,
though after all some members of that
Chamber are very interested in the area
concerned.

Mr. J. flegney: They never do.

Mr. GRIFFITrH: I repeat that If the
feelings of the member for Middle Swan
have been hurt-

Mr. J. Hegney: Upper House members
voted against It.

Mr. GRIFFITH: -1 will see that it does
not occur again.

Mr. J. Hegney: The only one there that
supported it was Sir Charles Latham.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Will the hon. member
allow me to finish making an apology to
him, or is he so rude that he will inter-
rupt even in those circumstances? I wish
to say, for the benefit of members. just
what happened at the Bayswater protest
meeting held in connection with this
matter.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Could it be said
tomorrow?

Mr. GRIFFITH: No, it will be said to-
night.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I was going to
ask leave for You to continue your remarks
at the next sitting.

The Premier: An honourable under-
standing has been arrived at. The Ad-
dress-in-reply debate finishes tomorrow
night.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is what the
Premier thinks.

The Premier: Either then or on Friday
morning.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Can-
ning, please!

Mr. GRIFFITH: The Bayswater protest
meeting was held on the night following
the passage of the Bill through this House.

Mr. J. Hegney: On the same day.

Mr. GRIFFTfl{: The Bill went through
the House on the Wednesday night. Was
not the meeting held on the Thursday?

Mr. J. Hegney: The Bill was finally dealt
with on the Thursday.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I will not argue that
point as the hon. member may be more
sure than I am about it. since I was not
at the meeting. H-ad I been there, per-
haps it could not have been reliably told
to me that the member for Middle Swan
took full advantage of the opportunity to
say I had promised to support the move
for a Select Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney: You do not deny that,
do you?

Mr: GRIFFITH: Am I to be permitted
to make an explanation in this matter.
Mr. Speaker, or are my remarks to be so
disjointed that we shall have to remain
here till midnight?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address the Chair.

Mr. GRIFFITH: It was reliably re-
ported to me that the member for Middle
Swan lost no time in telling that meeting
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that I had promised to support the move
for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee. I am also reliably told that, due
to the fact that I twisted-a word that
even the member for Middle Swan surely
does not like-the Bill was passed and
the marshalling yards at Bassendean are
to become an established fact.

Mr. J. Hegney: Did you not twist?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member

for Canning will address the Chair.
Mr. GRIFFITH: What the member for

Middle Swan failed to say, for obvious
reasons-one could not expect him to be
as honest about this matter as he should be
-was that the member for East Perth
voted with the Government on this issue.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He wanted to get
rid of the loco. sheds.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I do not care about
that, but the member for East Perth voted
for the Hill. However, the member for
Middle Swan did not bring that issue into
it.

Mr. J. lHegney: He voted for his elec-
torate and you voted against yours.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Neither did the mem-
ber for Middle Swan bring it up at the
protest meeting held by the Belmont Park
Road Board where he won himself a num-
ber of votes but, because of his attitude,
he also lost a large number of them.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do not worry about my
votes.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Did the member
for Canning vote for the Select Committee?

Mr. GRIFFITH: No, I did
the Select Committee and I
members why I did not vote

not vote for
want to tell
for it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is what we
wish to know.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Now I want to refer
to the speech that I made in this House
last Year and which the member for Middle
Swan accurately read to the House. I
said-

The local authorities, in particular
the Belmont Park Road Board, the one
I chiefly represent, are very concerned
over the reinstatement and the re-
arrangement of their roads when the
line has been constructed, and after
hearing the arguments of various
members on this Binl I came into the
House quite prepared to support a
Select Committee.

I ask members opposite whether there is
any suggestion in those words that I gave
any undertaking to any person either on
this side or the other side of the H-ouse.

Mr. Brady: Yes, because you gave me
an undertaking, a personal one, and did
not make any doubt about it.

-Mr. Grayden: Where?
Mr. Brady: Over on the other side of

the House.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Apparently the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland is joining the
member for Middle Swan in this matter,
and I am rather surprised at that. I under-
stand that in Parliament, what a member
says is recorded in "Hansard." I equally
understand that any discussion that takes
place between members outside this House
is something which is personal and sacred
to those members. I want to refer again
to the words, "I came into the House
quite prepared to support a Select Com-
mittee."

Mr. J. Hegney: Well, tell us what made
you change your mind?

Mr. GRIFFITH: The member for Middle
Swan had prior knowledge because I dis-
cussed this matter with him in the lobby.
I understand that is the Place where one
can have private and confidential con-
versations concerning different matters.
even with members of the Opposition.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is right.
Mr. GRIFFITH: Well, if it is right surely

that hon. member should not openly in-
fringe those rules. That was a discussion
in the lobby. I discussed the pros and
cons of this matter with the member for
Middle Swan, but my experience has
taught me that it is unsafe, and I can
assure the member for Middle Swan that
it will not occur in the future.

Having satisfactorily cleared up the mat-
ter that any discussion which took place
between myself and the member for Middle
Swan should not have been introduced into
this Chamber, I will tell members why I
did not vote for the appointment of a
Select Committee. I did this because I
believed the assurances I had received from
the Government to the effect that the
chord line deviation, as proposed by the
Belmont Park Road Board, would be given
consideration by the Government.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Was that a ver-
bal assurance?

Mr. GRIFFITH: I know that at the time
the member for Northam suspected that
the assurance would not carry much
weight.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I not only sus-
pected it; I said so.

Mr. GRIFFITH: That is quite true, the
hon. member did; but, of course, his state-
ment was proved incorrect because the
Minister for Railways received deputations
and the member for Middle Swan has given
us a full account of them.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That was not
worth a snap of the fingers.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I am sure the mem-
bers of the Belmont Park Road Board will
tell anybody that they are most satisfied
with the treatment given to them by the
Minister, as far as his courteous manner
in receiving the deputation is concerned.

Mr. Brady: Then why did not the Bas-
sendean Road Board get the same con-
sideration.
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Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: Were they satis-
fled-with the result of the deputation?

Mr. J. Hegney: No, they were not.
Mr. GRIFFITH: They were not satisfied

with the result of the deputation and they
asked that the matter be taken further.
Ultimately, as everybody knows, the Gov-
ernment appointed an independent
engineer to inquire into this matter. It
is true, in answering the memnber for
Guildiford-Midland, that there are certain
people in the Bassendean area who, since
the passage of the marshalling yards leg-
islation, have actually received satisfactory
compensation from the Government and
they have agreed to the basis of that com-
pensation.

Since I did not vote for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee the member
for Middle Swan has accused me and said
I was anxious to assist the Belmont Park
Road Board in its claims. Of course I
was. I was anxious to assist that board
long before I voted against the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee, and the hon.
member knows it. It is recorded in
"Hansard." The only reason I voted
against the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee was because of the assurance I
had been given. Of course I was anxious
to help the Belmont Park Road Board. I
told the members of the board that I
would take their representations to the
Minister for Transport.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Alter the Bill
was passed.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Yes, and the Belmont
Park Road Board has written a letter to
the Government expressing its satisfaction
at the appointment of an engineer and
giving an assurance that the board would
accept the deliberations of that inde-
pendent engineer.

Mr. J. Hegney: They will not have much
option.

Mr. GRIFFIH: The other night the
member for Middle Swan asked a question
in this House.

The Minister for Works: The Bill per-
mits a deviation of a mile on either side.

Mr. GRIFFITH: That is quite true, un-
der Section 96 of the Public Works Act.
just to show how much the member for
Middle Swan knew about 'the progress
made, he asked a question in the House
the other night. He wanted to knoiv
what had transpired so far as the inde-
pendent engineer was concerned. The
hon. member wanted to know whether
that man had started his work and if he
had, what progress had he made.

Mr. Brady: And I have another ques-
tion on the notice paper for tomorrow.

Mr. J. Regney: Are you aware that the
chairmen of the Belmont Park and Bays-
water Road Boards asked me whether
there was any truth in the current
rumours that the Government did not in-
tend to go on with this scheme?

Mr. GRIFFITH: I do not know any-
thing about that.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is the truth.
Mr. GRIFFITH: I will tell the hon. mem-

ber what I do know. The hon. member
introduced a deputation to the Minister
for Works one day last week and I at-
tended that deputation with him because
the Belmont Park Road Board had advised
me that it~ was seeking the interview. Mark
that! Also, the chairman and secretary of
the road. board told me on that occasion
that the engineer had started his work
the day before and that Mr. Paulett, who
was due to attend the deputation, could not
do so because at that very moment he
was out with the engineer deliberating on
the proposed chord line between Welsh-
pool and Bassendean. So that shows just
how much the member for Middle Swan
knows about it.

Mr. J. Hegney: However, the chairman
of the road board at the time has since
lost his position over this. He has been
demoted.

Mr. GRIFFITH: I feel that so far as I
am concerned personally, I have justified,
by way of explanation, my attitude in this
matter, and I have also thrown to the
ground any assertions that the member
for Middle Swan may have made. He, as
I remarked previously, spent two hours
talking about this matter and I am confi-
dent that members on this side and those
on the other side of the House do not
know very much of what he was trying
to achieve by way of argument, but the
fact remains that what the Belmont Park
Road Board desired has been achieved.

On motion by Mr. Brady, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.22 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.
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